
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Reconciliation Week  

This week we celebrated Reconciliation Week- 27 
May to 3 June. The Reconciliation Week website 
explains that this week serves as a challenge for  
all Aussies to "Be Brave and tackle the unfinished 
business of reconciliation so we can Make Change 
for the benefit of all Australians" in 2022.  
 

Yesterday, our whole school community joined in 
our Reconciliation Liturgy during which, Naricko-Lee,  
one of our Year 5 students, welcomed us to country. 
Our Senior Leaders led us in prayer and our choir 
and band led the singing. At the heart of it, God 
loves his people and we are all God’s people. God 
loves us all equally.  
 

No-one is worthy of more love- everyone is loved 
infinitely, by God. The liturgy was a beautiful, shared 
experience which left us all humming, Goanna’s 
‘Solid Rock’, as we departed.  
 

The liturgy was the easy bit, the real work to  
achieve Reconciliation relies on all of us, to 
‘Be Brave and Make Change’.   
 
 

Thank You 
I want to thank you all for your support after the death of my dad, Vince. Like many parents,  
my dad was my biggest fan. He had faith in my ability and he was so proud of my achievements.  
 

I am who I am today because of him. I get my sweet tooth and love of people, from him.  
Dad was 90 and we would say, ‘That’s a good innings’! and it is. I still miss him though.  
I’m very grateful to the many students, staff and families that sent me messages and flowers – 
our Year 12s even sent chocolates. Your sympathy and concern have been a great consolation  
to me.  
 

“The heart that gives thanks is a happy one,  
for we cannot feel thankful  

and unhappy at the same time.”  
                                                 Douglas Wood  
God bless,  
 

Ms Catherine Gurr 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Prayer 
 

Loving Lord,  
Creator of all, 

you created us all  
in your own image, 

one image - many colours, 
one image - many cultures. 
You made us come together 

like a rainbow,  
separate parts  

but coming together  
in one creation. 

Help us to see the beauty  
you have created in  

each and every one of us. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 

 
 

Monday, 6 June 
• Year 4 First Holy  
             Communion Parent     
             Meeting @ 5.30pm               

 

Wednesday, 8 June 
• Year 4 First Holy  
             Communion Retreat 
 

Thursday, 9 June 
• Year 11 Retreat @ 
             PL Yacht Club 
 

Friday, 10 June 

• Pupil Free 
Day 

 

Monday, 13 June 
• Queen’s birthday public 

holiday 
 
 

Sunday, 19 June 
• Year 4 First Holy  
             Communion 
 
 

Thursday, 2 June, 2022 - Term 2 Week 5 

A Message from the Principal 



Sympathy  Positions Vacant 
 
 
 
 
The St Joseph’s School community would like to express our 
condolences to ex-SJS Relief Teacher, Jay Dudley (nee Gregory), 
and Ian on the recent passing of their little girl, ‘Nyah’ (aged 7).  
May Jay, Ian, Talara and Lotti be comforted by our thoughts and 
prayers at this very sad time. 

We welcome back Richie Edmonds to our Year 7 cohort.  
We hope he gets used to this cold weather again soon.   

We welcome the following staff to our school 
community and hope they enjoy their time at 
St Joseph’s School. We are sure you will make 
them both very welcome. 
 

Daniel Slorach has joined our ESO Team and 
Ben Manners has joined our Grounds and 
Maintenance Team. 

 

To find out a little more about  
Daniel and Ben, please view 
their staff profiles on our SJS 
Facebook page.  
 

We also welcome Preservice 
Teacher, Jamie Verhoeven, 
who is doing his placement 
with the Tech Studies faculty. 

 
 
 
 
 
We congratulate Year 5 teacher, Ms Catherine Taylor and 
partner, Tom Schumann, on their recent engagement.  
 

We wish them and their families all the happiness at this very 
exciting time. 
 

Finn’s grandpa, 
Richard 
Olesinksi, 
visited and 
spoke with the 
Year 1 classes 
about the 
importance 
or recycling.  
 

 

We currently have a variety of positions available at  
St Joseph’s School. 
 

To know more about these positions and commencement 
dates, applicants are asked to visit  the employment  
section of our school website under the tab ‘Our School’.  
www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au 
 

Business Manager 
Humanities & Religious Education Teacher 

Physical Education & Science Teacher 
Early Years Teacher 

Middle Primary Years Teacher 
 
 

We ask families to please take notice of our new ‘Drop ‘n’ Go 
Zones’ and to always take care when using our carpark. 
 

 

Have you followed our Social Media pages? We’d love you to 
join our ‘social’ community, and please tell your friends. 
 

We have the following Social Media pages: 
 

SJS Facebook 
 

Parent Community Facebook Page 
 (For Parents and Caregivers only) 
 

SJS Boarding House Facebook 
 

SJS Instagram 
 

Welcome Back 

Congratulations 

Social Media 

Welcome 

New Signage 

Around School 



This week our school community celebrated National Reconciliation Week. At its heart,  

reconciliation is about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander peoples and non-indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians. 
 

This year the theme is ‘Be Brave. Make Change’, and we explored this theme within classes 

throughout the week. The theme is a challenge to all Australians— individuals, families,  

communities, organisations and government - to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished business 

of reconciliation so we can Make Change for the benefit of all Australians. This theme asks  

everyone to make change beginning with brave actions in their daily lives – where they live, 

work, play and socialise.  
 

This year classes watched videos and reflections on our prayer website for morning prayer  

and used the school’s own Reconciliation website to learn about this year’s theme. The  

Secondary classes viewed the Nunga Screen 2022 which shares and celebrates First Nations 

tories on the big screen. All classes received a copy of the 2nd edition of the Barngarla Language 

book Mangiri Yarda (Healthy Country) which was co-written by Barngarla woman Emma Richards 

and Professor Ghil’ad Zuckermann. 
 

Yesterday we had our whole school Reconciliation Week Liturgy where students sat in mobs  

and we had special performances by our wonderful Secondary musicians and Primary choir.  

At the beginning of this liturgy Year 5 student Naricko Richards-Carter welcomed us all to 

Barngarla Country for the first time.  
 

During this liturgy the ‘Who is 

my neighbour?’ artwork was 

unveiled.  
 

This artwork is a collaborative 

piece designed by Emma Richards (Barngarla woman,  

artist, and cultural consultant) and Nicole Russell (APRIM  

and artist). Emma and Nicole designed the piece through  

discussions of the Port Pirie Diocese theme for 2022 ‘Who  

is my neighbour?’ and it was then painted by Nicole.  

The piece shows the neighbouring connection of their own 

location (St Joseph’s School and Barngarla Country) and  

the neighbouring connection of all schools in the Port Pirie  

Diocese and the native environment. Throughout the rest  

of the year we will continue to strengthen our relationships 

          with the local Barngarla community and look forward to                           

          learning more about Aboriginal histories and culture. 

Celebrating ‘Reconciliation Week 2022’ 



2022 National Careers Week 
 

National Careers Week was celebrated throughout St Joseph's 
School from 23 May to 27 May. 
 

Reception to Year 6 students dressed up as their future  
career on Friday 27th. We had many doctors, nurses, vets, 
tradies, hairdressers, farmers, fishermen, dentists and  
emergency service workers who had a busy day at school. 
 

A Poetry and Photography competition was held with the 
theme of “People at Work”. Winner of the poetry competi-
tion was Christina Wilson with her poem about Lawyers.  
Winner of the photo competition, with a photo of the CFS 
volunteers at work, was Jack Butler. 
 

Career related learning is about showing children a wide 
range of experiences of the world, the possibilities, the  
range of values, skills and their role in the community.  
Building self-awareness through discussion, play and  
interaction with role models, children learn about many  
occupations. 
 

We know it is important to keep learning new skills, this 
maybe through being a volunteer, community member,  
hobbies, work experience, and we learn through  
participation, in many other activities, to become good  
active citizens.  
 

A presentation to Year 10 students from MAS/CEG Port  
Lincoln Branch Manager Anne-Marie Hammond, Cassandra 
Priestly (Regional Manager) from TAFE and Dealer Principal 
Mark Venning from City Motors created many conversations 
about the possibilities that are available to students now to 
begin their career pathways.  
 

Year 10 student Shelby Zerk said, “I was surprised to find out 
about the variety of jobs available that can’t be filled as there 
aren’t enough people. I found the information about the  
Traineeships and Apprenticeships extremely useful as well  
as I can start planning for a school-based apprenticeship 
now.” 
 

Year 11 and 12 students were informed of a new Regional  
University Hub being set up in Port Lincoln to help students  
in the region to access facilities and support with tertiary  
education.  
 

Year 12 students also dressed up in their future career outfits 
and were able to meet with their Reception buddies to  
discuss their careers for the future. 
 

Miss van Doorn’s Year 4 class had some parents come in 
and speak to the class about what they do for work. We  
thank these parents for sharing their valuable time and 
knowledge. 
 

The Living Learning Leading Framework is being used to  
support the development of a whole school approach to  
career development and education in Catholic schools.  
This ensures students have developed a range of skills and 
dispositions to be active citizens in their future learning,  
work, community and personal life.  
 
 

Mrs Amanda Coote 
VET, Careers and Pathways Coordinator  

For more photos from our Careers Day dress up day,  

please visit our SJS Facebook page. 

Community Notices 

Norwood Football Club and Port Lincoln City Council  
hosts the Sammy D Foundation 

Thursday 9th June, 6.00pm – 7.30pm 
Ballroom Room, Port Lincoln Hotel 

Norwood Football Club invites players, parents and club 
officials to attend The Sammy D Foundation’s powerful Vio-
lence and Bullying Prevention presentation. This invitation 
is being extended to young people involved in the NFC 
Community Skills Program and to the wider sporting com-
munity.  
Target age: Players aged 14-18, parents and club officials 
Approximate run time: 90 minutes total 
Booking for this via Eventbrite is essential as spaces are  
limited. Parents are very strongly encouraged to attend  
with their son or daughter.  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sammy-d-workshop-
norwood-fc-tickets-348424827037 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sammy-d-workshop-norwood-fc-tickets-348424827037
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sammy-d-workshop-norwood-fc-tickets-348424827037

