
 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

Here we are at the end of a year, a year like no other – but similar to 2020. 2021  brought with 

it more than a few curve balls. Two principals, 115 staff, 784 students, 6500 maths lessons and 

at least that many English lessons, 16 camps, 85 swimming lessons, 156 800 packed lunches,  

an amazing school musical, ‘Moana JR’ and one lock down here we are at the end of it. 
 

There have been many achievements across 2021 for our students and our community. Literacy 

and numeracy continue to improve across the school and our sports teams have enjoyed many 

sporting carnivals and competitions – a number of which they won. Our community has grown 

by another 30 students taking us to a student enrolment of 785. We have lived our Josephite 

tradition in many and varied ways, practised kindness through the St Vinnies Winter Appeal, 

Josephite Charities, Fred’s Van and cared for God’s creation through tree planting and marine 

debris clean-ups. 
 

Of course, 2021 hasn’t all been plain sailing. There were difficulties and challenges too. These 

experiences have also shaped us and we appreciate the joy and good times, even more, 

because of them.  
 

After another year of COVID interruptions, I think we are more grateful. We are grateful for 

work, for students coming to school, for not wearing masks at school, for playing sport and 

having friends over.  
 

We appreciate the events that have gone ahead and we have managed the disappointment 

when things got cancelled. These times taught us resilience and flexibility. 
 

We are different people to those who started the year. Some of us weren’t even here at the 

start of the year!!!! 
 

We have been changed by our experiences, our learning and our connections. And once you 

know something more, you aren’t the same person ever again.  
 

I extend my thanks and appreciation to the staff at St Joseph’s. People who go the extra mile  

to ensure the best possible outcomes for each and every one of our students.  
 

The end of the year also brings with it, some sadness as we say farewell to people leaving our 

community. 

To families who are leaving our school,– many of you have been associated with our school for 
some years, thank you. St Joseph’s is richer for your involvement. 
 

To our year 12s, and other students leaving us, as you set out to be the best versions of 
yourselves, be happy, be kind and always do your best. We will be watching and waiting for 
news of your endeavours. 
 
 

Prayer 

Christ our Christ our Hope,  
Shine in our lives with  

hope and promise.  
Open our eyes to see  

you in others.  
Help us to be people of hope.  

We await your coming  
with gratitude.  

Amen 
 
 

Coming Events 
 

Friday 3 December 
• Vinnies Christmas Appeal 

       (wear Christmas Casuals) 

        
Monday 6 December 
• Christmas Carols Evening  

       @ 5.30pm 
        (this event is weather  
        dependent) 
 
 

Wednesday 8 December 
• Reception - Year 9 Final Day 
      (Normal dismissal time) 
      

 
More important dates  

are listed on the back page 
of this newsletter.  

 

Please refer to our school 
website for further details 

 
 

  
 

Merry Christmas 
from our family 

to yours!  

Thursday, 2 December, 2021 - Term 4 Week 8 

A message from our Principal 



… continued  
Last week we reflected with gratitude 
and celebrated our school year in our  
End of Year Liturgy, Awards Ceremony 
and Year 12 Graduation. This year the 
special Farewell “Shake and Take” 
Ceremony was held separately to enable 
parents and caregivers attend, in which 
our Reception students wish their Year 12 
Buddies well as they leave St Joseph’s. 
 

During our Liturgy the recipients of the 
prestigious, ‘Christian Leadership 
Awards’, were presented to: 
 

Elsie Guidera  
(Year 12)  

and  

Sophie Rerich and Jackson Bishop (Year 6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To see who else were the recipients of our Community Awards, 
Christian Leadership Awards, Effort and Participation Awards 
and Year 11 and 12 Subject Awards, please view our school  
Facebook page. 
 

Images from Friday’s celebrations 

 End of Year Celebrations 

I especially acknowledge staff who are leaving: 
 

Kym Hosking   
Paul Hodgson  
Ben Lamont 

Erika Lamont 
Alicia Baines 

Stacey Hartwich 
Isabel Holland 

Genevieve Hudson 
Emma Wilson 
Jamie Hayter 

Chantelle Sugden 
Lachlan Mader 

Sally Bawden (Canteen) 
 

Some of these staff members have been with us for a short  
while and others for a long while. This is an ending for these 
people but it signals a new beginning, a new and different 
journey - one that we hope is equally fulfilling. 
 

We will certainly miss all of these people and we want you to 
know that we will always think of you as part of the St Joseph’s 
School family. 
 

In closing, I want to thank everyone who has helped our school 
and students in any way over the year. I want to thank you all  
for your kindness, for welcoming me and for helping to make 
2021 a memorable year for our community. 
 

I pray that we all enjoy, a happy and joyous Christmas – I look 
forward to being here with you in 2022, right from the start! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr 
Principal 
 

We were pleased that, even with 
this year’s restrictions, we were 
able to return to our Graduation 
to the Nautilus Theatre and Port 
Lincoln Hotel and, more 
importantly, to invite family and 
friends to celebrate together. 
Graduation is a significant 
occasion in the lives of the young 
men and women who have now 
completed their education with 
us. The Graduates were 
presented to Ms Gurr; and  
Dr Bianca Melzner, a former 
graduate of St Joseph’s, 
addressed the graduates and guests.  
 

A big thank you the staff and parents who planned, prepared and 
decorated for this event. 
 

To see our Year 12s in their dresses and suits, please check out 
our St Joseph’s School Facebook page. 

Year 12 Graduation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a change of plans! 
Our annual ‘Vinnies Christmas Appeal’ will now be held 
tomorrow, Friday, 3 December (instead of Monday,  
6 December), to enable our local branch of St Vincent de  
Paul to distribute the amazing array of goodies our families 
generously donate on this day, to those less fortunate. 
 
Students can dress ‘Christmassy’ tomorrow and are asked to 
bring either a gold coin or a non-perishable item or Christmas 
treat. 
 

When deciding what food items to donate to the Vinnies 
Christmas Appeal, please have a think about what you would 
like to receive if you were the one in need.  
 

We thank our families and school community for their 
continued generosity and we look forward to seeing everyone 
dressed in their ‘Christmassy Casuals’. 

 

On Monday, 6 December, we will host our annual Christmas 
Evening. This outdoor event is very much weather dependent 
as due to current Covid restrictions we are unable to use the 
gymnasium and meet the safety requirements once parents 
join us.  
 

To add to the festive feel, students are invited to dress 
‘Christmassy’ once again. 
 

Venue at this stage is on the football oval using the steps of 
the Senior Centre as the stage. Please bring your own food, 
drinks, chairs or rug to sit on, and your family! 

Vinnies Christmas Appeal Positions Vacant  

Year 6 Graduation 

The Barngarla Mural painted by our Year 5 and Year 6 stu-
dents is almost complete. The image comes from our 
Acknowledgement of Country cardswhich was designed by 
local artist and Emma Richards. Students have worked with 
Ms Nicole Russell and Emma throughout the week to  
complete the mural. It just needs some finishing touches! 

Barngarla Mural 

Christmas Evening 

Re-advertising  
Uniform Shop - Casual Position available 
Our SJS Uniform Shop (run by Midford Clothing) has a position 
vacant for a casual employee. This position is currently for  
3 hours per fortnight, and extra hours will be required from time 
to time. 
 

If this interests you, please contact our Uniform Shop Manager, 
Linda, either in person or by phone on 0472 831 917 during  
opening hours. 
 

Opening Hours: 
 

Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm, Tuesday 8.00am - 11.00am, 
Wednesday, 2.00pm - 5.00pm. 
 

Canteen Manager 
Our School Canteen has a Canteen Manager position available  

- 30 hours per week during school terms.  
 

If this interests you, please contact Kathryn Brockbank on 
0484 011 478 or Kathryn.brockbank@alliancecatering.com.au 
for further information. 

Last night, the Year 6 cohort celebrated finishing primary school 
with an evening of fun. All our previous teachers were invited to 
celebrate and reflect on the growth of their old students. Some 
of the fun activities we got to do were a photo booth, fun games, 
painting a mural and eating pizza. The Year 6 SRCs wrote and 
performed a speech to retell 
all the fun memories of  
Primary School and were 
involved in choosing  
decorations and setting up 
the night. 
 

Taylah Ribbon 
 

We have been advised that from the beginning of next year 
there will be some restructuring of bus services in areas  
surrounding Port Lincoln, and also a change to the existing  
eligibility policy. The new policy means that students from  
both our school and Navigator College, regardless of age,  
will now be eligible to apply for travel. 
 

The online School Bus Service Application 2022 form can  
be found on our school website. It is essential that you  
complete this form for your child/ren to guarantee a seat  
next year. 

Department for Education - School Bus 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Stationery Ordering 
Years 7-12 stationery order cut-off date 

Friday, 10 December 2021   
 

Years 7-12 stationery collection day from School Gymnasium  

Monday, 24th January 2022 - 9.00am - 5.00pm 
 

Please refer to our school website for further information regarding 

stationery ordering. 
 

Office Opening Hours 

Wednesday, 15 December 2021 - School office closed for holidays 

@ 4.00pm 
 

Please be advised the week prior to school commencing staff are 

engaged in professional development activities which will impact  

on Office opening hours.  
 

Monday, 24 January 2022 from 8.30am - 4.00pm 

Tuesday, 25 January 2022 from 8.30am - 4.00pm 

Wednesday, 26 January 2022 - Public Holiday - Closed 

Thursday, 27 January 2022 @ 10:00am - 4.00pm 

Friday, 28 January 2022 from 8.30am - 4.00pm 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times 

The St Joseph’s School Uniform Shop will close for the school 
holidays on Wednesday, 8th December 2021 at 5:00pm and will  
re-open for Term 1 on Thursday, 20 January 2022 at 9:00am. 
 

Extended trading hours for the week prior to school commencing 
are as below to assist families with their uniform requirements. 
 

The Uniform Shop reopens for your convenience on: 
 

Thursday, 20 January to  
Monday, 31 January 2022  

from 9.00am - 4.00pm 
(excluding Public Holiday - Wednesday, 26th January, 2022)  

 

We encourage all new families to book an appointment with the 
Uniform Shop for a new uniform fitting via the online booking 

service here. 
 

Uniform Shop Phone Number: 0472 831 917 
 

Uniform Shop Email: sjs.portlincoln@midford.com.au 
 

Second hand uniforms can be bought and sold via the St Joseph’s 
School Parent Community Page on Facebook. 
 

Please refer to the Uniform page for more information. 
 

——————————————————————————— 

 
School commences for the 2022 School Year on 

Tuesday, 1st February. 
 

 

 

This is a reminder to our families, especially families that are 
leaving St Joseph’s School, to ensure you have downloaded 
copies of your students report cards from SEQTA. Once you 
leave St Joseph’s School, these will no longer be accessible  
to you. 

During the holidays is a very good time to see if you have 
uniform items to sell as new and existing families may be 
looking for good quality second hand items. These can be 
sold, swapped or given away on our Parent Community page 
via our school Facebook page. 
 

 

Marble Range Football Club 
Expressions of interest for 2022 Girls/Women’s Season. 
Girls (12 years and older). Women 16 years and older. 
 

Younger girls are welcome to register their interest at this 
stage. Once we know numbers we can share more 
information as we go forward. 
 

Call or text Dan on 0418 843 056 with the name of the player, 
date or birth and contact number. 

 St Mary of the Angels Parish Mass Times Dates to Remember 

 

Community News 

Parish Contact Details: 
12-14 Mortlock Tce 

Ph: 8682 3725 

Email: smoa@pp.catholic.org.au 
 

Remembrance Mass 
For parishioners and family members who died during 2021. 
 

Blessing of Cribs and Nativities 
Saturday, 11 December @ 6.00pm  

Sunday, 12 December @ 9.00am and 11.00am 
 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
Saturday, 18 December @ 6.00pm 

Sunday, 19 December @ 9.00am and 11.00am  

(commencing directly after Mass) 
 

Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 
Saturdays 9.30am and 5.30pm or any time by request 
 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, 24 December - Family Mass @ 6.00pm 

                                      - Coffin Bay (Community Hall) @ 9.00pm 
 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, 25 December @ 10.00am 
 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sunday, 26 December @ 10.00am 

 

Important SEQTA Message 

 

School Uniforms 

https://midford.as.me/StJosephsSchoolPortLincoln
tel:0472831917
mailto:sjs.portlincoln@midford.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/510084229740154
https://www.facebook.com/groups/510084229740154
https://www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au/5-uniform.php


 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Hosking modelling his new shirt which was given to him 
by his 2021 Year 12 Biology class. 

Farewell Kym Hosking 

Kym Hosking has been an integral 
part of our St Joseph’s School 
community for the past 40 years. 
This is an incredible achievement 
and we thank Kym for all that he 
has done for this school and for 
the many, many students he has 
taught and inspired along the way. 
 

Kym said his passion was teaching 
Year 12 Biology which he has done 
for the last 35 years. He said he 
has always enjoyed working with 
the senior students and hopefully 
has given them the knowledge and 
inspiration to continue their study 
in the health fields. Kym said it was 
always rewarding when one of the 
students received a merit for

                 Biology. 
 

Kym, over the last 40 years has mainly taught Year 11 and Year 12 
Biology, Years 8 – 10 Science and Years 8 – 11 Physical Education, but 
has also taught other subjects over the years including Years 7-12 
ICT, Years 8-10 Mathematics and Year 11 Physics. 
 

In terms of other roles, Kym has has been Year 10 Pastoral Care 
Coordinator and Subject Coordinators of Science, IT, PE Curriculum 
Coordinator and the school timetable which involves scheduling all 
staff and student timetables. 
 

Kym also was the mastermind behind creating the amazing computer 
program which we use for our Secondary Sports Day points scoring. 
 

Kym has been reflecting on his 40 years here at St Joe’s and said,  
 

‘In January 1982 I received a phone call from Sister Catherine Clark 
offering me a job teaching Physical Education and Physics at St 
Joseph’s. I look back over the past 40 years and wonder where all of 
that time has gone. I have enjoyed been part of a caring, supportive 
community not just a school. The staff have been like a second family, 
we worked together, socialised together and laughed a lot. Good 
schools have good teachers and I have had so many fantastic 
colleagues, many of which are lifelong friends. I also feel blessed to 
have worked alongside of many Josephite sisters, they are an 
inspirational group of women who always showed love and 
compassion to everyone they came in contact with.  
 

The students at St Joseph’s have also been memorable for a variety of 
reasons. Some of the most touching moments have been the words of 
thanks that I have received at the end of a year, it reminds me of how 
influential a teacher can be. It is humbling to know that you have 
helped a student on their pathway through life. 
 

St Josephs has not just been part of my life but has influenced my 
whole family and I have so many good memories that I will look back 
on fondly in retirement.’ 
 

Kym and all the history of St Joseph’s School that he knows will be 
missed by many, and we thank Kym for the many years of dedication,  
enthusiasm, commitment and fun he has bought to the our school 
community.  
 

We wish Kym all the very best in his retirement. He will no doubt  
have plenty of time to spend with and spoil his grandchildren. 

 

Farewell Paul Hodgson 

Paul Hodgson commenced working 
at St Joe’s back in 2000 and has  
completed 22 years of service to  
this school. A highlight of Paul’s  
time here was being involved in  
the Quicksmart Program since its 
inception in 2010. Paul also ran a 
lunchtime Chess Club and has run 
Mathematic workshops. He also  
enjoyed giving students the  

opportunity to participate in the ‘Australasian Problem  
Solving Mathematical Olympiads (APSMO). Paul enjoyed 
working with small groups of Year 4 and 5 students for  
extension Maths and he was quite chuffed each time he  
entered Mr Watts’ classroom he was greeted as the  
‘Maths Guru’! 
 

Paul has spent his time here at St Joe’s working in Student 
Support as an ESO. His timetable in more recent years has 
seen him working totally in Mathematics which is most  
definitely a passion of his. 
 

Paul said, ‘I will remember most working with very dedicated 
ESOs, teachers and supervisors. He will especially remember 
his 12 years of Quicksmart and the wonderful people who 
have been part of that team.’ 
 

We thank Paul for his dedication to our school over the many 
years and wish him well in his retirement. 


