
Dear St Joseph’s School families and caregivers, 
 

The sunshine has been a welcome sight as we gear up for the end of the year. 
 

COVID Update 
I am pleased to let you know that parents and other visitors are welcome back in schools! 
COVID safe measures must be taken, including COVID Safe check-in and masks when  
entering buildings. Physical distancing must be practised and density requirements adhered  
to. To assist us with density requirements, we would ask that parents do not enter classrooms 
unless a meeting or experience has been pre-arranged with your child’s class teacher. This  
will assist us in managing the number of people in classrooms. We are also asked to ensure 
volunteers wear a mask. Masks are not required by visitors outdoors. This is consistent with 
current community requirements.  
 

Catholic Education  Screening Clearances - Volunteers 
According to a recent report provided by the Catholic Education Screening Unit, a number  
of parents who volunteer their time at school have lapsed screening clearances. Please make  
a time with Dianne Drennan to come in with your ID so that we can get your renewal 
underway. It is now also mandatory that you provide a Responding to Risks of Harm Abuse  
and Neglect – Education and Care (RRHAN-EC) certificate. This can be accessed by following  
this link: www.plink.sa.edu.au 
 

100 points can be made up of: Birth Certificate (70 points), Passport (70 points), Drivers 
Licence (40 points), other cards (Medicare/bank cards/health cards etc) which vary from  
25-40 points each) 
 

Fee reduction 
We believe that every child is entitled to a Catholic education. In the spirit of St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, Catholic schools seek to partner with families and communities to welcome 
and respond to the needs of children and young people. St Joseph’s seeks to overcome any 
barriers families might be facing, to ensure access to high quality Catholic education, for all 
children – regardless of background and family income. 
 

One of the barriers to accessing Catholic education is affordability. To increase affordability for 
all families, Catholic schools are freezing and reducing fees wherever possible. In 2022 here at 
St Joseph’s, our fee for primary school students will reduce by $100 to $3,650. And the fees in 
our senior school will remain unchanged at $5,500. It is important to note, the quality of the 
education and resources provided, will not diminish. Catholic Education SA has undergone a 
restructure in order to return maximum dollars to schools, directly. This, coupled with smart 
management of existing resources, will offset fees and make it easier for families to send their 
children to our school. 
 

We recognise that even with this reduction, some families will need further assistance.  
Our Finance Team are ready to assist if any families need support with a School Card 
application or in the case that families don’t qualify for School Card, the Finance Team can help 
families through a fee remission process. This assistance is available to all families – especially 
families whose circumstances might have changed since they enrolled their child. Please ring 
Kristle Baldwin or email kristle.baldwin@sjspl.catholic.edu.au for a confidential conversation. 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr - Principal 

Prayer 

God, we ask that our Year 12s 
feel your closeness during  
their final days of school  

and the exam period. 
 

Give them calm hearts  
and quiet confidence in the 

knowledge that you hold  
them in the palm of your hand.  

 

Bless them with keen  
understanding and retentive 

memory. Holy Spirit send them 
your gifts of wisdom and 

knowledge.  
 

We ask this through  
Christ Our Lord.   

 

Amen.  
 
 

Coming Events 
 

Friday 5 November - TOMORROW 
• Year 11 Retreat 

Tuesday 9 November 
• Year 8 Vaccinations  
• Year 10 Vaccinations 

Friday 12 November 
• Reception 2022 1st Transition 
       Visit 

Tuesday 16 November 
• Year 12 Visual Art & Design 

Exhibition (Nautilus Arts  
      Centre) 

Tuesday 19 November 
• Reception 2nd Transition visit 
• Years 1 - 12 2022  
      Transition Day 

Friday 26 November 
• Years 10 - 12 Final Day 
      (normal dismissal time for        
      Years 10 and 11) 
• End of Year Liturgy and Awards 

Ceremony 

Saturday 27 November 
• Year 12 Graduation 

Monday 6 December 
• Christmas Carols Evening 

Wednesday 8 December 
• Reception - Year 9 Final Day 

Thursday, 4 November, 2021 - Term 4 Week 4 

A message from our Principal 

http://www.plink.sa.edu.au
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Uniform Reminders 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Sally Izzo who was 
named as one the recipients of the Minister’s 
Language Scholarships at the Educators SA 
Teacher’s Day Awards in Adelaide last Friday 
evening.  
 

Sally said she felt honoured to be named as one 
of the recipients. 
 

To read more about Sally’s award, please see    
                 today’s Port Lincoln Times or view the article on   
  our School Facebook page. 

Congratulations to former SJS student, Wilson McShane (Class of 
2020), who has been chosen as Residential Tutor at St Ann’s 
Residential College in North Adelaide for 2022. 

 

Many thanks to all the parents that have helped out by washing 
costumes used in our fantastic School musical, Moana. If you are 
still to return yours, this is just a request to have them all back by 
Week 5, so they can be labelled and stored. Once again, thank 
you for your help and assistance. 
 

Nola Samuel  
 

If your child has lost any belongings at school, please check our 
lost property section in the Front Office. 
 

There are also some swimming items left over from recent 
swimming lessons.  

Today was the last of our Junior Joeys sessions. We hope they 
have enjoyed their weekly visits. Next Friday we welcome them 
back for their first Transition visits our 2022 Reception students. 
 

 

 

 Congratulations Sally 

Some reminders from our School Uniform Policy are included  
in this Newsletter for your information. There are a number of 
both male and female students who receive constant reminders 
to tie their hair back. If this is not done, or their hair cut, the 
consequences include after-school detention. Jewellery is not  
to be worn to school and, if it needs to be handed in at the  
office continually, this same consequence applies.  
 

Please assist us to ensure your child is following these simple 
rules. 
 

Jewellery 
• Jewellery is not to be worn, except for one pair of studs or 

small sleepers (an appropriate religious symbol, eg cross 
worn under the uniform and NOT visible, is permitted) 

 

Hair  
• At all times students’ hair is to be kept neat and clean. 
 

• Students with hair longer than collar length must have 
their hair tied up or tied back using an approved hair 
management device. 

 

• The types of hair management devices which might be 
approved may include hair clips, ribbons, scrunchies and 
elastic bands. 

 

• The ribbons and scrunchies must be in the school colours 
to match the uniform (teal or white). 

 

• Haircuts, hair styles or hair colouring which do not comply 
reasonably with the standards of presentation required 
by the school are not permitted. 

 

Other 
• No make-up or finger-nail polish is to be worn at school. 

• All boys are expected to be clean-shaven. 
 

I have received a number of requests for consideration when 
allocating students to classes next year. Although I have not 
replied individually to all of the emails, they have been noted to 
assist us in planning for 2022. 
 

Mrs Karen Browne 
Deputy Principal 
 

School Fee Statements  were posted last week.  It is an 
expectation that all financial obligations to St Joseph’s School  
are paid in full by 30 November each year unless arrangements 
for an alternative payment plan have been approved by a 
member of the School Finance Team.  Families who anticipate 
difficulty in meeting this deadline will need to urgently contact 
the Finance Office via phone 8683 2400 or email 
accounts@sjspl.catholic.edu.au to organise a convenient 
meeting time.  
 

Luke Yancic 
Business Manager  
 

Class Placements 

School Fee Statements 

Congratulations Wilson 

Musical Costumes 

Lost Property 

Junior Joeys 
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If you wish to order ‘Specialty Photos’ taken by the School 
Photographers recently, they can be viewed and ordered 
online only via www.theschoolphotographer.com.au using 
this online code 21S8055VT40S (0 = zero’s). 
 

Photos are: $18.00 each, 2 for $34.00, 3 for $46.00,  
4 for $58.00 or 5 for $70.00. Any additional photographs are 
$10.00 each. This discount is only available per family order. 
 

The groups which were taken were: 
 

Reception - Year 6 SRC,  
Years 7 - 9 SRC 

Years 10 - 12 SRC 
SJS School Captains 

Boarding House  
Reception - Year 6 SRC 

Year 7 - 9 SRC 
Year 6 Sports Captains 
Year 7 Sports Captains 

Secondary Sports Captains 
SJS Twins 

SJS Boarders 
Mary MacKillop Award Recipients 

SJS Primary Choir 
Year 12 Originals (to be uploaded soon) 

School Photographs School Canteen - Positions Vacant  

Socktober Day 

Catholic Identity 

Our School Canteen has the following positions vacant for  
commencement in late November/early December 2021. 
 

Canteen Manager – 30 hours per week during school terms             
https://www.seek.com.au/job/54635892?
type=standard#searchRequestToken=4b745ed5-ae85-4754-
914b-2178ccd317c9 
 

Canteen Assistant – 16 hours per week during school terms 
https://www.seek.com.au/job/54636428?
type=standard#searchRequestToken=4b745ed5-ae85-4754-
914b-2178ccd317c9 
 

If this interests you, please apply via the above SEEK link,  
or alternatively email Kathryn Brockbank – 
Kathryn.Brockbank@alliancecatering.com.au 

‘Socktober Day’ 
 

Last Friday our Catholic Missions Fundraiser raised $585.55  
to help those less fortunate. We thank our families and students 
for their generosity.  
 

Thank you to all the students who wore colourful and crazy 
socks to celebrate ‘Socktober Day’. Check out our SJS Facebook 
page to see more pics from this fabulous day.  
 

It was such an easy way to help others while having fun! 
Parent Community Facebook Page 

You may have already joined our St Joseph’s School Parent 
Community page via our SJS Facebook page, but for those 
that haven’t, Parents and Caregivers are most welcome to 
join. 
 

This is a friendly, safe and welcoming page for parents and 
caregivers only to buy, swap, sell or give away second hand 
SJS uniforms in good condition. Further information about  
this page and the rules for the sale of school uniform items 
are listed on this page for your convenience. 
 

At this time of year, we have many new families and existing 
families looking for good quality secondhand uniform items. 
For those that have school uniform items you no longer  
require, this is the perfect place to sell, swap or give them 
away. 
 

If you wish to join and access our St Josephs School Parent 
Community Page, please make sure you have first liked and 
followed our St Josephs School Port Lincoln Facebook Page, 
where you will be able to ‘join group’. You will be required  
to answer a question before your request to join is accepted. 
 

Your request to join will be processed by the Page Admins  
at their earliest convenience. This will not necessarily happen 
outside of school hours. Once your request has been  
approved, you are welcome to post on this page.  
 

Please remember that this page is for our SJS Parents and 
Caregivers only. 
 

Our School Facebook page is still the place to visit to see 
some of the awesome learning opportunities which take 
place here at St Joe’s. 
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Last Friday, students from Years 3 - 7 participated in the West  
Coast Swimming Carnival, held at the Port Lincoln Leisure Centre. 
Our swimmers had the opportunity to represent their school and 
compete in a day long competitive swimming experience, racing  
in both individual and team events.  
 

Congratulations to our champion school St Joseph’s who were 
overall winners on 1864 points. In a close second place was 
Navigator College on 1641 points, third was Port Lincoln Primary 
School on 1203 points and fourth was Cummins Area School on 851 
points. Special thanks to Tracy Baldwin for organising the new 
shield and securing sponsorship for this shield through the Port 
Lincoln City Council. As St Joseph's School has the most number  
of wins on the old shield we have retained this for display in the 
school. 
 

Special congratulations to Tyler Davidson who broke the existing 
record for the boys 14-15 50m Backstroke. The old record was set 
by Arjay Isle in 2018 (35.76) and Tyler has rewritten this in a 35.14.  
 

St Joseph’s School had 31 competitors for the day, Tyler Davidson, 
Lucas Blight, Aidan Kay-Baker, Edward Kutny, Sullivan Isle, 
Phoenix Whillas, Mylee Bilney, Sea-Ana Ackland, Grace Kutny, 
Maya Fraser, Jackson Bishop, Saxon Linsell, Saxon Hawkins,  
Jake Hetzel, Charlotte Davidson, Darcy Kelsh, Jacob Wood,  
Alice Bolenski, Piper Linsell, Bella Keenan-Francis, Ava Hartigan, 
Sienna Taylor, Jimmy Doudle, Sybella Cragg-Sapsford,  
Tyrell Nemeth-Ford, Bradley Wright, Harrison Ware, William 
Hartigan, Ebony Wright, Nikolas Bolenski and Kiara Moloney.  
 

A huge thank you goes out to all the helping parents on the day,  
and the organisers of the event. A special mention also to our 
senior students who helped with marshalling on the day, Amali 
White, Joseph Perin, Tahni Kelsh, Bryce Hammond, Rebecca 
Wood. The carnival wouldn’t be able to run without you, so thank 
you very much. 
 

The swimmers who won their events will have the opportunity to 
train and gain selection in the LEP team, which will compete in the 
SAPSASA Country Championships in Adelaide in Term 1 next year.   
A huge congratulations to all the swimmers on a very successful 

day.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recently a strong team made up of Mitchell Bailey,  
Elke Shepperd, Hunter Gray, Tyree Burgoyne,  
Cooper Puckridge, Edward Kutny, James Semmens  
and Kia Bascomb headed to Cummins for the annual 
Interschool Tennis Tournament. They played four round-robin 
doubles matches against Cummins, Tumby Bay, Streaky Bay 
and Navigator College. It was a great day for tennis and the 
skills on display from all teams were excellent. All students 
played in an outstanding manner and with great 
sportsmanship. 
 

It was a close fought battle all day between Cummins  
and St Josephs, with both teams overcoming all other 
schools. The match between Cummins and St Joe’s was  
a hard-fought tussle with a tiebreaker determining the  
result, and fortunately St Joe’s came out on top. With  
only one set lost all day, the St Joe’s players were able to 
succeed over all other competitors.  
 

Congratulations to all players for their consistent efforts  
and we are grateful to Cummins for hosting and organising  
a fantastic event which we will be looking forward to 
returning next year.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

On October 15, 2009, the world lost an angel in the form of 
Tyson McShane. Tyson was the nephew of Mr McShane and  
a cousin to former students Wilson and Madeline McShane 
and current student, Murphy. 
 

Tyson was born with a genetic disorder known as Angelman 
Syndrome. This syndrome causes significantly delayed 
development, problems with speech and balance, intellectual 
disability, and sometimes, seizures.  People with Angelman 
syndrome often smile and laugh frequently, and have happy, 
excitable personalities and this was certainly true for little 
Tyson.  The syndrome resulted in Tyson's death at only four 
years of age. There is no cure for Angelman.  Those with the 
condition require chronic and intensive care and therapy 
throughout their lives. 
 

Wilson McShane, who graduated from St Joseph's last year, is 
running a marathon here in Port Lincoln this January to raise 
funds for the Angelman Syndrome Foundation.  He would 
appreciate any donations to this important cause. 
 

You can donate here: https://gofund.me/4e30454b 
More information about Angelman Syndrome can be found 
here: Angelman Syndrome Foundation – With you for the 
journey 

 Tennis LEP Swimming 
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