
 
Dear St Joseph’s School families and caregivers, 
 

Welcome back! I extend a special welcome to new students: 
 

 Year 7 - Scarlett Keily-Turner  
 Year 8 - Tyree Burgoyne 
 Year 11 - Chloe Burge 

 

We welcome back Raine D’Antignana, who is returning to join us in Reception. 
 

I hope these young people and their families soon feel very much at home here at St Joseph’s. 
 

Farewell to our Year 12s! 
This is the last newsletter before our Year 12 students finish up at St Joseph’s. I’m sure their 
parents are wondering where the last 13 years have gone. Whether these students started at  
St Joseph’s in Reception or whether they commenced with us at a later time, we consider all of 
our Year 12s our own and, as such, we want the very best for each and every one of them.  
I extend my best wishes to all 
of them and encourage them 
to continue to be inspired by 
the example of St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop, ‘Finding 
happiness in making others 
happy’.  
 

I hope they will all take with 
them many happy memories 
of their time at St Joseph’s 
and that when they reflect on 
their school days, they smile. 
 

While this marks the end of their school days, it is the beginning of new adventures for all of 
them. On behalf of our school community, I wish every single Year 12 student, all the best for 
their upcoming exams and final assignments. I hope they each become the person they were 
created to be and that they change our world, each in their own way. 
 

World Teachers’ Day 

During the holidays, the world celebrated teachers  
with “International Teachers Day” on Tuesday  
5 October. The theme of this day was 'Teachers at the 
heart of education recovery'. This was to highlight the tireless efforts of teachers to keep 
lessons going and ensure minimal disruption to pupils' learning over the course of the 
pandemic.  
 

While SA has been very lucky and has escaped long lockdowns to date, there is no doubt that 
we have incredible teachers here at St Joseph’s who do their best every day to help our 
students be their best. I want to add my thanks to yours and acknowledge the hard working 
teachers at our school who bring high quality teaching and loads of compassion into every 
classroom, every day. Thank you to our teachers! 
 

Prayer 

God, we ask that our Year 12s 
feel your closeness during  
their final days of school  

and exam period. 
 

Give them calm hearts  
and quiet confidence in the 

knowledge that you hold  
them in the palm of your hand.  

 

Bless them with keen  
understanding and retentive 

memory. Holy Spirit send them 
your gifts of wisdom and 

knowledge.  
 

We ask this through  
Christ Our Lord.   

 

Amen.  

Some Important 
Dates to Remember      

 

Friday, 22 October - TOMORROW 
• Year 12s’ final day 
 

Wednesday, 27 October  
• School Board Meeting 

@7.00pm 
 

Friday, 29 October 
• Socktober Fundraiser 
 

Monday, 1 November 
• Year 12 Exams commence 
 

Friday 5 November 
• Year 11 Retreat 
 

Tuesday 9 November 
• Year 8 Vaccinations  
• Year 10 Vaccinations 
 

Friday 12 November 
• Reception 2022 First Transition 
       Visit 
Tuesday 16 November 
• Year 12 Visual Art & Design 

Exhibition (Nautilus Arts  
      Centre) 
 

Saturday 27 November 
• Year 12 Graduation 

Thursday, 21 October, 2021 - Term 4 Week 2 

A message from our Principal 

Class of 2021 



… continued 
 

We proudly announced newly appointed School Leaders and 
Boarding House Captains for 2022. In a special ceremony the 
outgoing 2021 School Leaders, through special symbols, passed 
on to the 2022 School Leaders the stewardship of St Joseph’s 
School.  
 

We congratulate the following students on the appointment of 
their new leadership roles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      School Captains: Darcy Goldfinch and Nina Hore 
 

 

School Vice Captains: Kylie Hurrell, Cadence Kalling,   
                                        Max Sturman and Callum Whillas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Boarding House Captains: Chloe Daniell and Gabby Simms 
 

 New 2022 Student Leaders 

2022 Class Placements 
Over the coming weeks, staff will begin the process of  
organising students into class groups for 2022. Families  
are invited to put any concerns they may have for their child/
ren with regard to class placements in 2022 in writing. Parents 
are not able to make requests for particular teachers however, 
there might be information you would like us to take into 
consideration when making a decision on the placement of  
your child/ren. I invite you to email Mrs Karen Browne  
(karen.browne@sjspl.catholic.edu.au) if you would like to take 
up this opportunity. To support the placement process and 
timeline, emails should be received by 29 October. 
 

God Bless. 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr 
PRINCIPAL 

Yesterday Year 7 to Year 12 students came together in a special 
liturgy to recognise the dedication and service of our outgoing 
School Leaders and Boarding House Leaders. We congratulate 
and thank our outgoing student leaders of 2021. They have 
made a wonderful contribution to our school community and 
have managed their roles and responsibilities well. They have 
been a delight to work with and will be sadly missed. Well done 
2021 School Leaders Sinead Schubert, Tom Cormack, Darcy 
Wiseman, Jade Kolpondinos, Remi Woods, and Jade Simpson.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

We also farewelled 
and thanked our 2021 
Boarding House Captains  
Elsie Guidera and Madison Barns., Music Captain Tasmin Durdin 
and JJAMM Environmental Leaders Nina Hore and Kylie Hurrell. 

Farewell Leaders 

Thank You  

School Captains 

School ViceCaptains 

Boarding House  

Captains 



Tomorrow, Fr Benjamin Mkuchu celebrates his Silver Jubilee 
(25 years as a Priest).  
 

The St Joseph’s School community thanks Fr Ben for all he 
does for our school and parish and we are very grateful for his 
ministry. 
 

We congratulate the following senior students for receiving  
an Academic Endeavour Award at a recent assembly. These 
awards are given out each term to deserving students. 
 

Our Term 3 recipients were Montana Foster (who has 
received this award in all three terms this year), Elsie Guidera 
and Elke Lindschau from Year 12. Our Year 11 recipients were  
Darcy Goldfinch, Max Sturman and Marie van Rooijen. 

Congratulations Fr Benjamin Handover Liturgy  

Year 12 Family Mass 

Congratulations  

Last night we farewelled our Year 12 students at the Year 12 
Family Mass. This was a very special occasion where students 
and their families came together in the presence of God to 
celebrate their achievements of 13 years of schooling. We 
thank Fr John and Fr Ben for celebrating the mass with us and 
our wonderful musicians who made the night so memorable. 
We wish all the Year 12 students the best of luck in their final 
days of school and exams. 

Covid-19 Masks 

A reminder that all Year 7 - 12 students are required to  
supply and wear their own mask.  
 

We appreciate your consideration of the environment. 



 
 

This week, parents of Reception to Year 6 students would have 
received an email warning them about the content of a series which 
is being accessed by a number of students, Squid Game. With some 
children, we have seen rough play and inappropriate talk at school 
as a result of this. Parents should be aware of the dangers of this 
type of viewing, especially with a classification of MA 15+ and 
content warnings of sex, violence and suicide. As their ability to 
discern between fiction and reality is not well-developed, some 
young teens and smaller children may struggle to deal with the 
themes portrayed. 
 

Our School Counsellor and Youth Worker have reported an increase 
in the number of students asking to speak with them regarding 
issues raised by this inappropriate viewing. As well as Netflix, 
students are also accessing Squid Game content via TikTok, 
YouTube and Roblox (a games app). We advise you to investigate 
for yourselves and monitor your child/ren’s access as appropriate. 
 

Department for Education – School Bus Service  
We have been advised that from the beginning of next year there 
will be some restructuring of bus services in areas surrounding Port 
Lincoln, and also a change to the existing eligibility policy. The new 
policy means that students from both our school and Navigator 
College, regardless of age, will now be eligible to apply for travel. 
 

By way of clarification, this is the information that has been 
provided to us:  
 

“Primary and secondary students attending non-government 
schools and who reside 5 km or more by the shortest most practical 
route from the nearest government school, have a right to use 
existing bus services to travel to the Government school (Port 
Lincoln Junior Primary School / Port Lincoln High School)”.  
 

The online School Bus Service Application 2022 form can be found 
on our school website. It is essential that you complete this form 
for your child/ren to guarantee a seat next year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October is Catholic Missions month where we educate our students 
on social justice issues around Australia and the World. During this 
month we aim to engage the students’ heads, hearts, and hands in 
key issues of mission and social justice through powerful 
metaphors, videos, and Religious Education lessons.  
 

This year the focus country for Catholic Missions is Thailand.  
Next Friday, 29 October, students are invited to wear crazy  
socks for ‘SOCKTOBER’ and bring a gold coin donation for our 
fundraising efforts.  
 

We will also have classes making ‘SOCKTOBER’ balls for a soccer 
challenge.   

We congratulate the following girls from St Joe’s who have 
been selected to represent the Lower Eyre Peninsula in the 
very first SAPSASA Girls AFL team which is playing this week 
in Adelaide. 
 

Congratulations to Year 6 students, Maya Fraser and Estelle 
Gray and Year 7 students, Mabel Hyde, Ivy Aldridge and  
Jiba Hughes. 
 

Remember these names, we might be seeing them them play 
in the AFLW in a few years’ time! Go Girls! 

Don’t forget to check out our school Social Media pages.  

We have: 

• SJS Facebook Page  

• SJS Parent Community Page  

• SJS Instagram 
 

We’d love you to join and follow our social media pages.  

Our Parent Community Page is also a place where school 

uniforms in good condition can be purchased, sold or given 

away. It is for Parents and Caregivers only and can be 

accessed via our SJS Facebook page. 
 

You are welcome to like/share or comment on our posts. 

Your feedback is important to us and we are interested in 

hearing what you would like to see more of on our social 

media pages. Please email, mareee@sjspl.catholic.edu.au 

Foster Carers wanted  
AFSS is looking for caring people just like you, who want to 
play their part in supporting Aboriginal children and young 
people. For more information please contact Mandy on 8683 
1909 or mandy.drummond@afss.com.au 
 

Port Lincoln Lions Club Hostel Market Day 
Sunday, 5 December 2021, 9.00am - 12.00pm. Register your 
interest for a car boot, car trailer or truck stall by Monday,  
29 November. Phone Terry 0437 499 094. 1055 Lincoln 
Highway, North Shields. RFDS Doughnut van on site. Cakes, 
Live Music, BBQ, etc. Covid-19 restrictions in place. 

 SAPSASA Girls AFL Important Parent Email 

School Bus Service Application 2022 

SOCKTOBER - Wear Your Crazy Socks 

SJS Social Media 

Community News 



 

                

We will  

miss you! 

 

Congratulations and  

   Good Luck to  

The Class of 2021 
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A MESSAGE TO PARENTS 
AND CAREGIVERS FROM 
Professor Nicola Spurrier, 
Chief Public Health Officer

Dear parents and caregivers,

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a worrying time for all of us.

The Delta COVID-19 variant is twice as infectious as the original COVID-19 strain and there are 
now more cases in children and young people.

Vaccination is the best way to protect you, your family, and your friends from getting sick, and 
reduce the risk of outbreaks and school closures.

I encourage everyone aged 12 years and over in your household to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 as soon as possible.

COVID-19 vaccines in Australia are safe and many millions of Australians are already protected. 

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has recommended both the 
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for people aged 12 years and over in Australia. 

Consent from a parent/caregiver for COVID-19 vaccination is required for anyone under the 
age of 16. 

To find a location to get vaccinated and book, visit covidvaccine.sa.gov.au 

SA Health has lots of information to help answer questions, including videos, fact sheets and 
a range of other resources. For more information, visit covidvaccine.sa.gov.au

Thank you for keeping South Australia COVID safe. Please join me in being a fully 
vaccinated family. 

Yours sincerely

PROFESSOR NICOLA SPURRIER  
Chief Public Health Officer  
Health Regulation and Protection

https://www.covidvaccine.sa.gov.au/
https://www.covidvaccine.sa.gov.au/

