
Dear parents and caregivers, 
 

Welcome back! After an unsettled beginning, which saw students return to school twice,  
Term 3 is up and running. I have been very impressed with the way students have responded  
co-operatively and positively to the current COVID restrictions  Many of our younger students 
have been walking themselves to class and our students in Years 7-12 have put on masks as 
required, as they go about their learning and socialising. I am also very appreciative of the  
ways families supported their children during the recent period of remote learning and the 
ways in which you all continue to support your children and our community by following the 
COVID safe guidelines for our school. I respect that it isn’t ideal and hope that the new 
restrictions aren’t here for very long. We need to look at the bigger picture, and be conscious  
of the health and well-being of everyone, not just ourselves or those in our local community.  
In fact, after our own recent lock down, I have a new appreciation of the difficulties associated 
with a lock down and I can’t imagine a five week lock down with no end in sight – like NSW 
students and schools are currently experiencing. 
 

Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
On Sunday, 8 August the Catholic Church will celebrate the Feast of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop, Australia’s first Saint. Mary MacKillop was an ordinary woman who lived an 
extraordinary life. With Fr Julian Tenison Woods, she founded Australia’s first order of nuns, 
the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, and also established a number of schools (including 
our own), all named after her order’s patron, St. Joseph.  These schools provided  
a free education to children from the area, many of whom would not otherwise have been 
educated.  
 

Mary MacKillop valued education and understood that it was key to breaking the poverty  
cycle. Mary is also known for her generosity, inclusion, kindness, commitment and trust in 
God’s providence. These are the values we endeavour to live as a school community and to 
instil in our students. Without kindness, without welcome, without faith, we can’t truly call 
ourselves a Josephite school.  It isn’t always easy to be kind, to include others or trust in God.  
I pray that especially when we are challenged to follow the Gospel, we are inspired by Mary’s 
example so that in lots of small and ordinary ways, we might do some extraordinary things, 
which change the lives of others and in turn, bring 
about the world God desires.  
 

We will celebrate the Feast of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop with a whole school liturgy, during which 
we will announce the Mary MacKillop Award 
winners for this year.  
 

Unfortunately, families are unable to join in  
this celebration on site, however we will be 
recording the liturgy for families to enjoy at home. 
 

 

 

“Never see a need without doing something about it.” 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.  

 

  Prayer for  
Mary MacKillop 

 

Living God,  
animating presence  

in our world,  
with gratitude we  

remember the life of  
Mary MacKillop,  

her influence in our world  
and her legacy in our  

Josephite spiritual  
homeland.  
Inspire us,  

to be fully alive  
in your mission  

and faithfully kind  
among your people. 

Amen 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 

 
 

Sunday, 8 August 
• Feast Day of Mary MacKillop 
 

Monday, 9 August - Friday,  
13 August 
• Primary and Secondary  
      Teacher/Parent/Student 
      Learning Discussions 
 

Tuesday 24 and Wednesday,  
25 August 
Official School Photographs 
 

Book Week, 27 August 
• Book Week Parade 
 

Sunday, 29 August 
• Confirmation 11.00am 

 

(Moana New Dates) 

 

Thursday, 9 September 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      7.00pm Nautilus Theatre 
 

Friday, 10 September 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      7.30pm Nautilus Theatre 
 

Saturday, 11 September 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      7.30pm Nautilus Theatre 

Thursday, 5 August, 2021 - Term 3 Week 3 

A message from our Principal 

           by Zara Crompton (Reception Red) 



Principal’s Report Continued ... 

Welcome 
This term we welcome the following new staff members to our 
school community. We welcome Alana Sherry, Stacey Hartwich, 
Tara Pugsley, Jen Deer and Chris Blacker. 

 

We also welcome Daniel Overend who is joining us until the end 
of this term completing his second Placement. He will be working 
with our Middle and Senior School students teaching Science and 
SACE Chemistry.  Daniel is studying a Masters of Teaching at the 
University of Adelaide, having previously graduated from a 
Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Chemistry. For his Masters he  
is currently working towards majors in secondary school Science 
and Senior School Chemistry. 
 

Farewell 
During the holidays, our Year 3/4 teacher, Mrs Ellen Conlan 
resigned from her position at our school. Ellen has been at St 
Joseph’s since the commencement of 2020. We thank her for her 
service to our school and our students during her time with us 
and wish her well with her future endeavours.  
 

We welcome back Miss Jen Deer, who will be co-teaching this 
class with Lee-Anne King (existing part time teacher for the class). 
 
 
 

 

Welcome 
This term we welcome the following new students and their 
families to our St Joseph’s School community. We hope they 
enjoy their learning journey with us. 
 

• Opal Coleman (Reception) 

• Clancy Franklin (Reception) 

• Indiah Turvey (Reception) 

• Lily Graham (Year 3) 
 

Farewell 
We farewell Year 3 student, Amity Schoeff and her family who 
have relocated to Adelaide. We will miss Amity and we wish her 
all the very best at her new school. 

We congratulate our Old Scholar, Kyle Chalmers, on his recent 
silver and bronze medals at the Tokyo Olympics. 
 

Kyle continues to inspire us and we are so proud of him. He is a 
fabulous role model for our students. 
 

Well done, Kyle! 

 Staff News 
 

Parent, Teacher, Student Learning Discussions 
Next week, we will hold ‘Parent, Teacher, Student Learning 
Discussions’. Due to current COVID guidelines, we will be 
conducting these conversations via phone. Please refer to emails 
sent to families regarding booking times. These discussions 
between parents, teachers and students provide an excellent 
opportunity for parents and caregivers to support the learning  
of each of our students. The research shows that students whose 
families are engaged in their learning, do better.  
 

“Parents and families play an important role in  
supporting their child's education. Research has shown  

that when schools and families work together,  
children do better, stay in school longer,  

are more engaged with their school work,  
go to school more regularly, behave better,  

and have better social skills.”  

                                                      Department of Education 2020    
 

We want all St Joseph’s students to do their best and to do this, 
they need your support. I hope most, if not all, of you will take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 

Thank you again for your support through this challenging time.  
 

Ms Catherine Gurr  
Principal 

The week, the SJS school 
community remembered 
the life and contributions 
of Mr Bill Holland with 
much fondness and 
appreciation.  
 

Mr Holland was a very  
well-known identity  
with involvement in our 
school, through his 

children and grandchildren, over several decades. A faithful 
parishioner, Bill also retained his ties to St Joseph’s for many 
years afterwards and was loved by many students and staff. 
 

We extend sympathy to Maureen and the Holland family,  
and especially to his grand-daughter Isabel Holland (Year 2 
teacher). 
 

It was lovely that Bishop Eugene Hurley, who would be 
remembered by many past and present SJS Staff and students, 
came back to Port Lincoln for Mr Holland’s funeral. Bishop 
Eugene came to Port Lincoln for his very first posting as a priest  
back in 1965 and built many wonderful relationships within  
our school during his time here as a Priest and whilst he was 
Bishop of the Port Pirie Diocese. Bishop Eugene returned to  
St Joseph’s School for many Confirmations and celebrations  
over the years. 
 

This photo was taken of Bishop Eugene and Mr and Mrs Holland 
at the opening and blessing of the new Kelly Centre back in 2006. 
 
 
 

Student Movement 

Sympathy 

Congratulations Kyle 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, our 2021 School Musical, ‘Moana’, has been 
postponed. Rest assured, rehearsals are still happening here  
at St Joe’s. Final touches are being added to the sets, costumes 
are being completed and the Moana excitement is building! 
 

Check out our new dates, and we will announce when ticket 
sales will begin once we have more details regarding theatre 
capacity. 

 
 

Thursday, 9 September @ 7.00pm 
Friday, 10 September @ 7.30pm 

Saturday, 11 September @ 7.30pm 

We are currently making plans for the 2022 school year.   
If you have a child due to commence their schooling, please 
ensure you have an enrolment placed with us. If you are aware 
of any families who are looking at schooling options for their 
children, please ask them to contact Mrs Cate Wuttke on  
8683 2400 at the school, for further information or to book a 
tour. 
 

We also need to know about any students who will not be 
returning to St Joseph’s in 2022 so that we can offer places  
to some students on our waiting list and plan for appropriate 
levels of staff.  
 

Parents are reminded that, as per the enrolment contract,  
one term’s notice of a student’s withdrawal is required (in 
writing) or a fee of $500 may be charged.  

Absence/Leaving for Appointments  
If your child is going to be absent or needs to leave during the 
day these are your options for informing the school (preferably 
before 9.00am):- 

• text the absentee phone on 0429 823 655  

• email absentee@sjspl.catholic.edu.au 

• SEQTA - absentee email (you may also wish to include 
your children’s teachers)   

• In person at the front office 

• Signed note by parent/caregiver 
 

Prior to departure, the student must sign out at either  
the Front Office or Senior Reception desk (Years 10 to 12).  If this 
Senior Desk is unattended, students need to sign out from the 
Front Office. If returning to school on the same day the student 
must sign back in. Please endeavour to make medical, dental and 
other appointments outside of school hours, particularly for 
senior students. 
 

It was a big surprise for SJS 
student, Archie Francis, from 
Reception when he found out  
he was the winner of a Lego 
competition run by Catholic 
Education South Australia. 
 

The competition asked students 
to creatively solve the problem 
of guiding a marble through a 
Lego maze which had to be 
recorded in video clip format 
(maximum 60 seconds in length) 
with the marble moving through 
the Lego marble run.  

 

Archie was very proud of his certificate and voucher and 
thought it was very cool to win a prize just for playing Lego!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our official School Photographers are scheduled to visit during 
Week 6, Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 August. Each student 
will receive an individualised photo envelope. This will be 
given out to students prior to school photographs. From 
experience, when envelopes are handed out to students early 
they tend to get lost and damaged, and this slows down the 
process on School Photo Day. 
 

It is not compulsory for families to purchase school photos, 
however, all students will be photographed for school 
purposes. So Parents/Caregivers can start planning for their 
photo purposes, a price list and available photo packages will 
be attached to the online version of this newsletter for your 
convenience. Once photo envelopes are given to students, 
online ordering can commence. 
 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, we strongly encourage 
appointments not to made during either of these two days. 
The School Photo schedule can change at any time over these 
two days to suit school requirements, therefore if students 
are leaving school, they could potentially miss out on their 
class or individual photo. 
 

As usual, family photos will also take place on these days and 
there will be family photo envelopes available at the Front 
Office at a later date.  
 

We are all mindful of current restrictions and changed  
drop-off and pick up arrangements for students. At the 
temporary Mortlock Terrace gate, near the nature play area, 
we have a childproof lock to ensure that very young children 
cannot exit without an adult. We ask that you please do not 
assist small students to open the gate unless they are 
accompanied by their parent/ caregiver or teacher.  
 

 Congratulations Archie Moana - Important Update 

2021 School Photos  

2022 School Year 

New Dates 

Absentee Information 

Child Safety 



Position Vacant 

 

 
 

             
              Week 6  (23 August - 27 August) 
 

    Theme: Old Worlds, New Worlds,  
                   Other Worlds 
 
 

Each year, across Australia, the CBCA brings children and books together celebrating Book Week.  Throughout the year, the 
CBCA works in partnership with authors, illustrators, publishers, booksellers and other organisations in the children’s book 
world to bring words, images and stories into the hearts and minds of children and adults. This year the Book Week dress up 
parade will be held in the School Gymnasium at 10.30am on Friday, 27 August.  Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions 
parents will be unable to attend. Of course, there will be lots of photos taken to share with you via our School Facebook Page. 

St Mary of the Angels cemetery was established in 1869 when the  
first church was built on site and is situated within the grounds of the  
St Mary of the Angels Church, Port Lincoln. 
 

Parishioner and Old Scholar, Uta Enneking-McQuillan, as part of her 
studies towards a Diploma in Landscape Design had to do a 
Conservation Management Plan on a local park. She chose the 
cemetery ‘as it always looked so sad tucked away in the corner of the 
church grounds’. After talking to the church she learnt that the church 
was interested in expanding its present grave sites as demand for 
burials within the church grounds was steadily increasing. She joined 
the Cemetery Committee and was given permission by the former, 
Bishop Greg O’Kelly, to extend the burial grounds along Oxford Terrace 
towards Kelly Street. 
 

After lots of planning, approval by the City Council of Port Lincoln and 
many discussions her team started work at the end of 2020.The project is divided up into three phases consisting of a 
Memorial Park, enhancement of the old cemetery and an envisaged Mediterranean style garden opposite the old cemetery.  
 

Year 11 students from St Joseph’s School have 
been busy helping establishing and maintaining 
the Memorial Park by planting Melaleucas and 
Saltbush along the borders and mulching and 
weeding all new plants. 
 

The Memorial Park is intended to be a garden 
of peace for cremation urns which currently 
make up 50% of all burials. The design of the 
park takes into account principles of 
sustainability by choosing plants native to the 
area and reducing irrigation needs by using 
plants with low water requirements which are 
embedded in thick layers of mulch. All mulch 
was kindly donated by local businesses. 
 

The project is volunteer based and relies predominantly on donations. We are currently looking for donations of local granite 
rocks (not limestone) to construct a circular stone wall. Rocks approximately the size of a football would be perfect. Please 
contact Uta on 0400 966 370 for details.  
 

A landscape plan of the project can be viewed at the entrance to the cemetery. 
 

Another planting bee at the cemetery is scheduled for Saturday, 21 August 2021 from 10.00 -12.00 to which members of the 
school and church community are most welcome.  
 

This is a fabulous opportunity for the students and staff of St Joseph’s School to work together with the St Mary of the Angels 
Parish. 

2021 Book Week 

St Mary of the Angels Cemetery Upgrade 






