
Dear parents and caregivers, 
 

We are nearly at the end of the term and many of us are looking forward to the coming school 
holidays.  
 

Reports 
Students’ reports will be released on the last day of this term, Friday 2 July. I encourage you all 
to take some time to discuss your child/ren’s results with them and to help your child/ren set 
themselves some learning goals for second semester. We know that when families are engaged 
in their child’s learning, the results are always better. To help our students (your children) 
achieve the outcomes they are capable of, we need to work together as a team. Please contact 
your child’s teacher/s if you have any questions or are looking for ways to further support your 
child at home. All St Joseph’s teachers want the very best for their students and they will do 
everything they can to make this happen! 
 

Strategic Plan 
Our current Strategic Plan is due to expire at the end of this year so we are preparing to 
commence writing a new Strategic Plan for our school which will take us from 2022-24 
inclusive. Our plan will set the direction for our school and community over the coming three 
years and will help us prioritise our actions accordingly. Our Strategic Plan will assist with 
decision making and inform our resource management so that we are able to achieve the 
targets we are aiming for as a school. 
 

To ensure our next Strategic Plan is robust and responsive to the needs of our community,  
it will be important that many stakeholders participate in the creation of this document. We 
have engaged Mary Jacquier, a strategic planning consultant, to help us develop our new plan 
and Sr Josie Huppatz, Josephite nun and former Principal here at St Joseph’s, will also be 
involved in the process, ensuring our new plan reflects our Josephite charism.  
 

Staff will be involved in a strategic planning day on Monday 19 July (first day of Term 3,  
pupil free day). That night, there will be a session for parents and caregivers to come along to, 
to have a say on the direction and needs of our school. To facilitate the attendance of as many 
parents as possible, there will be a free creche provided for 4-12 year old students. To assist  
us with catering and to ensure appropriate supervision for children, please RSVP to  
Di Drennan with your name and the names of any students for the creche - 
dianne.drennan@sjspl.catholic.edu.au  
 

We are looking forward to a productive and social evening.  
 

Thank you 
As my first term here at St Joseph’s comes to an end, I would take this opportunity to thank  
you for having me. I have been made to feel so welcome and I have appreciated your patience 
as I continue to learn about St Joseph’s, the people and the culture. I am looking forward to 
everything the second half of the year brings. 
 

I wish you all a happy and safe break and hope you all get to spend some quality time together 
as a family. 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr 
Principal 

 

  Prayer for Refugee Week 
 

Lord,  
No one is a stranger to you,  

and no one is ever far  
from your loving care.  
Watch over refugees  
and asylum seekers,  

those separated from  
their loved ones,  

and those who are lost.  
Bring them safely to  
the place where they  

long to be and help us  
show kindness to strangers  

and those in need. 
Amen 

 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 

 

(Please refer to our School 
Calendar on the website for 

 additional dates) 
 
Monday, 28 June - Friday, 2 July 
• Year 10 Work Experience 
 

Wednesday, 30 June 
• School Tour at 9.30am 
 

Friday, 2 July 
• School holidays commence 
      2.20pm dismissal 
 

Monday, 19 July 
• Pupil Free Day  
       

Tuesday, 20 July 
• Term 3 commences 
 

Thursday, 19 August 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      6.00pm Nautilus Theatre 
 

Friday, 20 August 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      7.00pm Nautilus Theatre 
 

Saturday, 21 August 
• School Musical ‘Moana’ 
      7.00pm Nautilus Theatre 
 

Tuesday, 24th and Wednesday, 
25th August 
• Official School Photographs 

Thursday, 24 June, 2021 - Term 2 Week 9 

A message from our Principal 

mailto:dianne.drennan@sjspl.catholic.edu.au


Sympathy 
Grant Wilson will be finishing up with us in  
his role of Finance Officer as he plans to retire 
and relocate to be closer to family in Western 
Australia. 
 

Commencing with us at the beginning  
of 2011, Grant has been a valuable team 
member who has never shied away from the 
challenging tasks and has always been a 

flexible team member to suit the changing and evolving needs  
of the team. 
 

Grant’s eye for detail and numbers, quick wit and occasional dad 
jokes will be missed! 
 

Grant considers playing piano in the band for the school musical, 
‘My Fair Lady’, as a highlight and participating in the music for 
liturgies and school masses, as well as his working relationship 
with the other Finance Team members. 
 

Having a great family atmosphere and a positive work 
environment is what Grant said he will remember most about  
his time at St Joe’s. 
 

We wish Grant all the best for his pending relocation and 
enjoyment in spending time with his family and much loved 
grandchildren. 

We wish to congratulate Josiah Whillas  
from last year’s ‘Class of 2020’ who has  
been successful in his application for the  
‘Kathleen McPhee Scholarship in Music’. 
 

The Kathleen McPhee Scholarship was 
established in memory of Kathleen McPhee 
who died in February 2001. Kathleen 
requested that a sum of money be set aside 
from her estate to enable a scholarship to  

be established to help South Australian Catholic Secondary School 
students who have studied or are continuing their studies in 
classical, jazz or indigenous music at Year 12 level, continue  
their studies at a tertiary institution. 
 

The panel was most impressed with the quality of Josiah’s 
application and how he conducted himself in his interview. 
Director of Catholic Education, Dr Neil McGoran, said, ‘Josiah 
exhibited solid goals and altruistic aspirations, with a resolve to 
give back to the community. He expressed himself well, showing 
passion, enthusiasm, and broad ability in his area of study, and  
his school results were excellent and consistent’. 
 

Having only joined our school community at the beginning of 
2020, Josiah involved himself in a wide range of community 
events during that year. In a short time with us, he had a big 
impact, especially in liturgical music and lunchtime concerts. 
 

Josiah has already commenced his tertiary music studies, having 
been accepted into the Bachelor of Music in Jazz Performance 
course at the Elder Conservatorium of Music. 
 

Talented musician and old Scholar, Toby Maughan, from the SJS 
‘Class of 2015’ was also awarded this scholarship back in 2016. 
 

Congratulations Josiah and we wish you well with your future 
Music studies. 

  … continued 

The St Joseph’s School community 
remembers fondly an old scholar, 18 year 
old Joseph Kearsley who attended  
St Joseph’s School here in Port Lincoln  
from Reception - Year 6, before relocating  
to Cairns at the end of 2014 with his family.  
It is with sadness that we recently learned  
of the loss of Joseph after a long illness.  
This week in Cairns, Joseph’s family and    

                      friends celebrated his life.  
 

Joseph and his sisters, Kelsie and Erin were valued members  
of our school community who maintained contact with many 
friends in Port Lincoln. Joseph was a clever student who loved 
competitive sport and being involved in school life. Joseph 
developed his football talents to become a promising part of  
the Gold Coast Suns Football Academy. Many of our current  
staff and Senior students remember him affectionately. 
 

St Joseph’s School extends deepest sympathy to Kelsie and  
Erin, Mandy and Peter, extended families and friends as they 
mourn the passing of an exceptional young man.  

This week we farewell long standing SJS staff 
member of 18 years, Mrs Jelena Edmonds, 
who some may remember as Miss K (Miss 
Koncurat). Jelena, with her husband Eddy 
and children Richie (Year 6) and Nina (Year 
4) are relocating to sunny and tropical Port 
Douglas in North Qld. 
 

Jelena has held many roles here at St Joe’s,  
from being a Primary classroom teacher,  

R – 6 Wellbeing Coordinator, has tried her hand at Drama 
teaching and is a self-proclaimed, Child Protection Curriculum 
guru! In more recent years Jelena took on the R – 12 School 
Counsellor role. Jelena has also taught yoga to our Boarding  
and Year 12 students, as well as to Middle School students in 
electives. 
 

Some of Jelena’s highlights from her time here include moving 
into the Counsellor’s role which she said is ‘the best job ever’!  
R U OK Day events, dancing in the GP Room in the mornings, 
Book Week Dress Ups and teaching yoga on the beach at the 
Year 12 Retreat. Receiving letters of thanks from students,  
staff and parents has also been very special and Staff Christmas 
Shows also got a mention! 
 

Jelena said what she will remember most about her time at  
St Joe’s is the amazing people! The smiles and laughs of 
everyone she has worked with, and the beautiful students  
who have allowed her the opportunity to teach or support  
them in some way.  
 

Jelena’s parting words are, ‘The grass is always greener where 
you water it! Focus on what you want and do more of what 
makes you happy. I create my own sunshine out of cloudy days 
and hope my light spreads a little happiness’.  
 

We wish Jelena and her family all the best with their move 
interstate on Friday, and we think Port Douglas is about to  
gain a little more sunshine this weekend! 

Kathleen McPhee Scholarship 

Staff Farewells 



 

Vinnies Winter Appeal ‘Winter Woollies Day’ 

Without the generosity of our SJS families donating to our 
annual ‘Vinnies Winter Appeal’, we would not have been able  
to contribute such a huge quantity of rugs, blankets, sheets, 
beanies, socks and slippers, as well as a massive amount of  
non-perishable food items to Vinnies to assist those less 
fortunate this winter. $275.00 was also collected through  
gold coin donations.  
 

In return for donating, students were able to dress all warm  
and toasty in their winter clothing as part of our ‘Winter 
Woollies Day’. 
 

This was an incredible display of generosity and kindness from 
our SJS families and we couldn’t be more grateful and proud of 
you all.  

During this term, Occupational Therapy students Emma 
Schultz and Annabelle Pearce have been working at 
Headspace for a 9 week prac, in which time they have been 
looking at answering the following question;  ‘How can we 
better understand what the young people want in their 
Headspace Centre’. They managed to narrow this down to six 
areas of interest, before visiting the school in Week 6 to set 
up a stand and have students vote on what they believed to 
be the most critical or effective idea. Emma and Annabelle 
then returned this week to work with the Year 8 – 12 SRC to 
refine the two most popular ideas (School Improvement and 
Mental Health Education) and brainstorm ways in which these 
could be implemented. This was a great chance for our 
students to have a voice in how the delivery of programs from 
our local Headspace can be improved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Ben Lamont 
Leader of Learning & Wellbeing Year 10 - 12 
 

Our Year 12 Legal Studies class were fortunate enough to 
recently have lawyer, Justin Slater (from Coates Lawyers) 
speak to them about the various aspects of criminal and civil 
law.  
 

Justin’s profound insight into the legal system was highly 
engaging for students. His discussions involved significant 
criminal and civil cases, court hierarchy and rules, and 
processes involving case preparation. In the past fortnight, 
students have visited the local Port Lincoln Magistrates Court 
to view criminal cases, and Justin’s visit solidified some of this 
prior knowledge.  
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Year 12 Legal Studies 



Position Vacant 

 

As part of St Joseph School’s Rite Journey initiative, Year 9 students with the assistance of their teachers have successfully 
grown hundreds of native tree seedlings at St Joseph's School  The ‘From Little Things, Big Things Grow’ initiative was launched 
in November 2020 and was supported by a ‘Grassroots Grant’ provided by the Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board.  
 

Since its launch, St Joseph’s Middle School students have had the chance to connect with local landowners and learn about  
vegetation indigenous to the lower Eyre Peninsula. On an excursion late last year, students learnt from Greening Australia's 
program specialist Simon Bey, how to identify gumnuts that are ready to drop seeds and collect a sample from a selection of 
local tree species, some of which are currently considered endangered. They then took the gumnuts back to school, dried and 
removed seeds ready for propagating into seedlings.   
 

With the help of our excellent Grounds Team, these seedlings have been cared for and grown into healthy tree seedlings. 
Yesterday students attended an ecological excursion and returned to the site where seeds were originally gathered from,  
and were successful in planting 300 seedlings as part of a revegetation project that will be monitored over the years to come.   
 
The students have been responsible for all parts of the tree growing process, learning valuable skills and a respect and 
understanding about native vegetation. Students and teachers hope this program will have long lasting positive impacts for  
our local environment, such as improving soil quality, providing habitat for local fauna and ensuring local plant species are 
preserved.   
 

The timing of the project aims to sync with the natural seasonal changes, providing the new seedlings with the winter rain  
after they are planted. There is hope for this to be a continuous project over many years, connecting the school with local  
land owners, and empowering students with the skills and knowledge to have a lasting impact on the native vegetation and 
their local environment.  

Second Hand Uniform Shop Money 
 

The following people have money to collect at the SJS Uniform Shop  
from second hand uniform sales. 
 

N Bailey, S Ford, C Pollard, J Davies, L Robb, M Osman, T Lockyer,  
E Bayly, M Marshall, S Staunton, M Hyde,  L Dempsey 

From Little Things Big Things Grow 

 

From little things  
big things grow 

 See more pics on 
SJS Facebook  

soon. 

Uniform Shop News 

For your convenience, the SJS Uniform Shop will be  

open during the school holidays on  
 

Wednesday  
14 July, from 2 - 5pm 

 

From Monday, 19 July opening hours return to normal. 



 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE 

INFORMATION NIGHT 
 

Wednesday June 30th  

6:00pm – 8:00pm  

 

Nautilus Arts Centre 

66 Tasman Road 
Port Lincoln  

 
 

Hear from the experts on 

- Support Services 

- Facilities and campus life 

- Entry requirements and pathway 

- Accommodation options at the University 
of Adelaide 

Light refreshments will be provided. 


