
Dear parents and caregivers, 
 

Winter has well and truly set in and I’m grateful for my warm socks and boots! Such cold 
weather reminds me how lucky I am to have a roof over my head and a warm bed to sleep in.  
I hope that you will all support our Winter Woollies day next Friday 18 June as we support  
St Vinnies in their Winter Appeal – see further in the newsletter for more details. 
 

Engaging with your child’s learning 
Teachers have commenced writing Semester 2 reports. We hope that these reports are a useful 
way for parents to engage in their child’s learning but even more, we hope that these reports 
will be useful for our students. When our students have a clear understanding of  
where they are at with their learning and what they need to do to improve, their efforts stand 
to be more productive.  
 

Families can support their students with their learning by connecting with SEQTA Engage.  
This online learning platform involves parents and carers in their child’s education by giving 
them access to lesson content, timetables, assignment requirements and most importantly, 
ongoing feedback on assessment pieces. St Joseph's School Port Lincoln (sjspl.catholic.edu.au)  
 

Attendance 
Another very simple way to improve your child’s results, is to ensure that your child/ren attend 
school every day. No-one sends their children to St Joseph’s for an average education. You all 
want the best for your children – our students, and this starts with ensuring that they come to 
school all day, every school day.  
 

Attendance lays the foundation for children’s friendships with peers and relationships with 
adults. It is the vehicle for students to connect with learning and establishes routines that will 
become lifelong behaviours. Research also confirms a strong link between attendance and 
student outcomes. Poor school attendance can be linked to a number of related short and  
long-term adverse outcomes for students including lower academic outcomes, early school 
leaving, substance use, poverty, unemployment and negative health outcomes.1 

 

Put simply, students need to be at school to learn. The more time at school, the more learning 
possible. Here at St Joseph’s, we seek to develop the talent and ability of every student so that 
they can reach their fullest potential. When reports go out at the end of this term you will 
notice on page 2, that we report on the number of days your child has been absent.  Check this 
out and if it is less than 100%, make a plan for improving it for Semester 2. 
 

If you need support with attendance for your child, you can contact your child’s class or  
PC teacher, Jelena Edmonds Jelena.edmonds@sjspl.catholic.edu.au or Nat Hart 
natalie.hart@sjspl.catholic.edu.au.   
 

We are all here to ensure our students thrive. 
 

 1 Performance Insights: School Attendance, October 2013  https://education.qld.gov.au/
initiativesstrategies/Documents/performance-insights-report.pdf 
 

Stay warm everyone! 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr  
 Principal 

 

Prayer 
Loving Lord, Creator of all, 

you created us all  
in your own image, 

one image - many colours, 
one image - many cultures. 

You made us come  
together like a rainbow, 

separate parts but  
coming together in  

one creation. 
Help us to see the beauty you 

have created in each and every 
one of us. 

Amen 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 

 

(Please refer to our School 
Calendar on the website for 

 additional dates) 
 

 

Friday, 11 June - TOMORROW 
• Pupil Free Day 
• Boarding House Exeat 
 

Monday, 14 June 
• Queen’s Birthday Public       

Holiday 
 

Wednesday, 16 June 
• School Tour  
 

Friday, 18 June 
• Winter Woollies Day 
      (Vinnies Winter Appeal) 
 

Wednesday, 30 June 
• School Tour  
 

Friday, 2 July 
• School holidays commence 
      2.20pm dismissal 
 

Monday, 19 July 
• Pupil Free Day  
       

Tuesday, 20 July 
• Term 3 commences 
 

Tuesday, 24th and Wednesday, 
25th August 
• Official School Photographs 

Thursday, 10 June, 2021 - Term 2 Week 7 

A message from our Principal 

https://www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au/5-seqta.php
mailto:Jelena.edmonds@sjspl.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Natalie.hart@sjspl.catholic.edu.au
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/performance-insights-report.pdf
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/performance-insights-report.pdf


First Holy Communion 
You may remember us mentioning that last year, Henry Cordell 
(Year 9, 2020) had his design selected to be the cover of ‘The Rite 
Journey’ Boys’ Guidebook for 2021. Henry’s 2020 design is being 
used throughout Australian schools during 2021 as part of the 
Andrew Lines, ‘The Rite Journey Program’. 
 

Each year The Rite Journey Program runs a national student 
competition to design the following year’s guidebook cover.  
We are proud to announce that this is the third time a student 
from St Joe’s, Port Lincoln has received this prestigious honour.  
 

Joel Richardson’s design from 2016 featured on the cover of the 
boys’ Rite Journey guidebooks in 2017, and Lila Whittle’s design 
from 2017 was used on the cover of the Girls’ 2018 guidebook 
cover. 
 

The presentation in front of the whole school last Wednesday 
was made extra special by having Mr Andrew Lines here in person 
to present a framed copy of the winning design to Henry, as well 
as a copy for the school. Henry was also presented with a Qantas 
voucher for $250.  
 

Congratulations Henry, you should be very proud.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations Henry 

On Sunday, 6 June, 19 St Joseph’s School students received the 
sacrament of First Holy Communion. In the weeks leading  
up to this mass students participated in the sacramental 
program within their Religious Education lessons with their 
peers, ending with a Retreat Day down at the Port Lincoln Yacht 
Club. During the Retreat students made damper, painted Holy 
Communion banners, and participated in hands on activities that 
taught them about the significance of this sacrament. The mass 
on Sunday was a wonderful celebration and the students all did 
an amazing job. Thank you to the Year 4 teachers who helped 
prepare our students and a big congratulations to the students 
who received their First Holy Communion. 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Carter Brown  
Bentley Cindric  
Patrick Cochrane  
Sybella Cragg-Sapsford  
Chloe Duncan  
Hannah Duncan  
Nina Edmonds  
Kalani Furth  
Zane Hamilton-Reid  
Lexus Hardie  
Lachlan Jenkins  
Bernie Marshall  
Georgie O’Leary  
Astyn Scott  
Keira Taylor  
Lily Turvey  
Cjuba Vidov  
Jean Reno Zollo  
Sydney Pilkington 

 

 

 
 
 
 

School Finance Officer 
Permanent Part-time  

 

Commencing 19 July 2021  
 

For more information on this position and how to apply please 
refer to our school website www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au 

Position Vacant 

Important School Notice 

A friendly reminder that  
TOMORROW, Friday, 11 June 
is a Pupil Free Day for the 
purpose of reporting and 
moderating. This means that 
staff are required to attend 
but students are not. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We apologise for the short notice, however, we have recently 
been informed that the first day of Term 3, Monday, 19 July 
will also be a Pupil Free Day for Strategic Planning purposes.  
 

http://www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au


 

Last week our school community celebrated National 

Reconciliation Week. At its heart, reconciliation is about 

strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres  

Strait Islander peoples and non-indigenous peoples, for the 

benefit of all Australians. 
 

This year the theme was ‘More than a word. Reconciliation 

takes action’, and we explored this theme within classes 

throughout the week.  
 

Within the primary classes students learnt Barngarla language 

through the Barngarla App and under the guidance of Barngarla 

woman Emma Richards. They learnt the Barngarla words for 

various animals such as Gooya (fish), Wada (whale) and Nooroo 

(snake). In secondary Religious Education students were able to 

work with Emma on a variety of activities, including designing 

and painting crosses and bounty boxes for prayer tables, inspired  

by Barngarla symbols and artworks, creation of keyrings made  

of seeds from trees and plants, and the development and 

creation of resources that will be given to primary classes.  
 

On Wednesday we celebrated with a whole school liturgy where 

Emma Richards presented the school with a Reconciliation 

artwork. During the liturgy we had special performances by  

our wonderful musicians. It was lovely to see students 

participate so reverently and respectfully.  
 

We will continue to strengthen our relationships with the local 

Barngarla community throughout the year and look forward to 

learning more about Aboriginal histories and culture. 

 

Our carpark is a very busy place .  
 

For the safety of our school and parish 
community please remember there is  
a 10km/h speed limit throughout the 
school and parish grounds. 
 

Complaints have been received about 
the behaviour of both student and 
adult drivers in the school/ church 
carpark, particularly in regard to 
exceeding the speed limit and mobile 
phone use while driving. As we are all well aware, speeding 
and using mobile phones while driving is breaking the law 
and this rule also applies within our school grounds.  
 

We ask that you use the drop off zone correctly. If your child  
is not ready and waiting to be collected, you must go around 
the statue again. You are not to wait and hold up the line. 
 

Please refrain from parking in the Boarding House Carpark. 
These parks are reserved for Boarding House staff and 
students and parents of boarders only. Other students and 
families are not permitted to park in this area. Please do not 
park in non-parking designated areas.  
 

We appreciate you showing courtesy and care and ensuring 
our school community is kept safe. 
 

 

St Joseph’s School is happy to be able to offer the ‘School 
Breakfast Program’ to our students. 
 

If you have never heard of the ‘School Breakfast Program’ and 
Foodbank SA, here is a little bit of information about them.  
 

Foodbank SA is a non-profit organisation established in SA in 
2000. School Breakfast Programs can help to provide healthy, 
nutritious food to children who turn up to school hungry. 
Foodbank SA delivers breakfast foods to schools FREE of 
charge in all regions of South Australia. 
 

Foodbank SA is the largest food relief organisation in South 
Australia with a vision to achieve a South Australia without 
hunger. Not only does Foodbank SA offer a variety of foods  
to schools, but they also offer food to welfare and community 
agencies throughout South Australia free of charge or at very 
low costs. 
 

Breakfast is available from 8.00am – 8.30am in our SJS Food 
Technology Centre for our students each Monday and 
Wednesday for the remainder of the school year for SJS 
students who struggle to have a nutritious meal before the 
school day begins. 
 
 

 Carpark Safety Reconciliation Week 

School Breakfast Program 



 

Here at St Joes we are always working on ways to recognise 

those students who are achieving and working beyond 

expectations. Over the past 18 months, you may have seen that 

we have begun sending home letters of commendation to those 

students who achieve excellent results on their reports, with a 

GPA of 13.1 or above. We are ecstatic to announce that there 

were 13 senior students who received these letters based on 

their Term 1 reports. The names of these students can be seen 

below. 
 

We also understand that not all students are going to achieve  

at such a high level, but may still be working hard to get the  

best out of themselves. This year, we have created a new award 

to recognise these students who are putting excellent effort into 

all areas of their schooling. These Academic Endeavour awards 

were presented to students at a Senior School assembly in Week 

3 of this term.  
 

We would like to congratulate the follow students who achieved 

an excellent rating in all criteria, for all subjects on their reports: 

Chelsea Ross (absent from photo), Larissa Sporer, Elsie Guidera, 

Montana Foster, Max Sturman, Kylie Hurrell and Nina Hore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are so proud of all of these students and what they have 

achieved so far this year and look forward to seeing even more 

names on both of these lists in the future.  
 

Year 10 

• Cleo Graske 13.75 

• Kayley Ralph 13.125 
 

Year 11 

• Darcy Goldfinch 14.33 

• Kylie Hurrell 13.16 

• Jack Nash 13.66 

• Max Sturman 14.16 

• Marie van Rooijen 13.33 
 

Year 12 

• Arley Byass 13.5 

• Tom Cormack 13.2 

• Montana Foster 14.4 

• Gabriella McArthur 14 

• Larissa Sporer 13.6 

• Remi Woods 13.25 

 

This year Uni SA Whyalla 
offered the unique 
opportunity for Year 11 
girls to be involved in an 
immersive experience 
exploring STEM careers. 
This was an opt in 
program and we had 2 
girls (Marie van Rooijen 
and Holly Wilson) 
choose to go along  
with Mrs Coote and  
Mr Lamont for the day.  
The girls spent the day working with students from schools 
across Whyalla, Port Augusta and Port Pirie on activities 
involving various Science and Mathematics problems. The girls 
stated that they had a great day and particularly liked 
investigating the mathematics of a pandemic and clinical 
biology. The second day of this program will occur in Term 3 
and we are excited to see what the Uni has in store!  

Next Friday, 18 June we will hold our 
Vinnies Winter Woollies Day at school, 
where students can come dressed  
in their winter woolies (beanies, jackets, 
ugg boots etc) and bring in a donation for 
St Vincent de Paul (Vinnies). 
 

This donation can be new warm blankets, 
beanies, socks, scarves, sheets as well as 

non-perishable items such as canned and packaged food.  
 

This is once again a way of our St Joseph’s School community 
continuing their link with Vinnies and helping those in need 
especially during these cold winter months. 

Please note that the school gate at the bottom of the soccer 
oval will now be closed for the next stage of the building 
progress. This will also mean that the playground at the 
bottom of this area will be out of action for a while. 
 

There will be a sign made directing all foot traffic up to the 
middle of the nature play area as there is a smaller gate in  
the fence that can be used. Some of the car park spaces will 
also be blocked off to allow for building works. 
 

During the day (ie. between approx. 9:00am and 3:00pm) the 
gate will be secured as it is less ‘visible’ than the Telstra gate 
and closer to spaces where many children play during breaks. 

Week 8 
Coconut Soup 

Curry : Chow Mein 
 

Week 9 
Carrot and Ginger Soup 
Curry : Potato and lentil 

Uni SA Stem Girls Senior School Awards  

Vinnie’s Winter Woollies Appeal 

School Gate Reminder 

Canteen 


