
 

Dear families and caregivers,  
 

200 Years Catholic Education in Australia  
This week we celebrated 200 years of Catholic education in Australia. There are 1755 Catholic 
schools across Australia, encompassing metropolitan settings through to regional and remote 
parts of Australia. All very different schools, catering for diverse communities but all united in 
the same mission of providing 
excellent, faith based education.  
 

Here in South Australia, Fr Julian 
Tenison Woods and St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop founded the first 
Catholic school in Penola, in the South 
East.  Today in South Australia, Catholic 
Education employs more than 8,000 
staff who are Raising Hearts and 
Minds of more than 46,000 students 
in 101 Catholic schools.  
 

It is estimated that in South Australia  
alone, more than 800,000 students 
have passed though our schools since  
Fr Julian Tenison Woods and Mary 
MacKillop opened that first school in 
Penola.   
 

Here at St Joseph’s School in Port 
Lincoln, we are proud to follow in  
the footsteps of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop, pursuing the common good 
and delivering high quality Catholic education. We continue to be committed to our students, 
ensuring they achieve the best possible outcomes. And I hope the tenacity and courage that 
were demonstrated by Mary MacKillop, will be our hallmarks as we endeavour to read the  
signs of the time and make a difference to our students, our families and the world.  
 

Reconciliation Week  
Yesterday was National Sorry Day and  
it marks the beginning of National 
Reconciliation Week.  
 

I pay my respects to Barngarla people  
and elders, past, present and emerging.  
The theme this year, ‘More than a 
Word’ encourages us all to act - to work 
together, to build relationships and 
communities that value Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, their history, 
culture and future.   
 

 

 
Prayer 

God of all,  
you sent your Spirit to be  

with the disciples,  
filling them with  

joy, peace and courage.  
May we also be filled  

with your Spirit  
and have the  

courage to share your  
peace in our world.  

Amen. 
 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 

 

(Please refer to our School 
Calendar on the website for 

additional dates) 
 
 

Friday, 28 May 
• Year 4 Holy Communion  
      Retreat 
 

Sunday, 6 June 
• Holy Communion 
 

Friday, 11 June 
• Pupil Free Day 
• Boarding House Exeat 
 

Monday, 14 June 
• Queen’s Birthday Public       

Holiday 
 

Friday, 2 July 
• School holidays commence 
      2.20pm dismissal 
 

 
 
 

Check out our  
SJS Facebook 

page for photos  
of our R - 6 
Careers Day 

 
 

Thursday, 27 May, 2021 - Term 2 Week 5 

A message from our Principal 

https://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/raising-hearts-and-minds
https://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/raising-hearts-and-minds
https://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/school-directory


… continued ... 
 

This term we have had a number of University students 
completing practical placements across the school. Chelsea 
Samuel worked with Year 1 classes at the beginning of Term 2; 
and Stacey Hartwich (Secondary Science/ Mathematics), Maisie 
Henderson (Food Tech and RE), Colleen Gay (Year 5/6) and  
Alex Roberts (Year 2) are all with us until late June.  
 

It is a pleasure to host these students and benefit from their ideas 
and enthusiasm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

School Counsellor / Teacher Vacancy 
Part-time 0.8 FTE 

 

Commencing 19 July 2021 Concluding 8 July 2022 
 
The role of the School Counsellor is primarily to support student 
well being and learning at St Joseph’s School.  
 

For more information on the position and how to apply please 
refer to our school website www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au 
 

Closing date: 9.00am Friday 11 June 2021 
 

 

 Welcome 
 

 
 

Unfortunately for all of us, COVID 19 continues to impact on  
our lives. While there has been some return to normality, things 
are not as they were pre-COVID. While we can all go about our 
business and shop and socialise freely, we still need to check-
in before we enter any shop and if we are attending a gathering 
of more than 50 people, there has to be a COVID Marshall and 
COVID safe plan. Here at school, I receive regular COVID 
updates and reminders about the new ways we are required 
to go about our business.  
 

At present, families are allowed on site and do not need to  
scan a QR code, unless they are entering a building. Density 
requirements still apply to spaces in the school however.  
This means classrooms are safe with students and their  
teacher but, if any visitor enters, we need to apply density  
limits.  
 

The current SA Health density requirement is 3 persons per  
4 square metres. A regular classroom measures 36m, this 
formula would enable 27 people to be in the room at a time.  
This number needs to include the staff and students.  
 

Most of our classes are at capacity (for space requirements),  
before any visitors are counted. For this reason, we ask families 
to be mindful and consider communicating with their child’s 
teacher in different ways. We are looking at ways we can safely 
have families return to our site to socialise with each other 
and help out with class activities.   
 

I want to assure families that we want things ‘back to normal’  
as quickly as possible too and that we are considering different 
ways we can go about parental involvement. We ask that you 
support us in our efforts and we would welcome any suggestions 
you might like to offer.   
 

Have a good week,  
 

Ms Catherine Gurr — Principal 

Congratulations to Mrs Casey Longbottom (Denton) 
and her husband, James, on the arrival of their 
second child, Landon Paul. Big sister, Lahni, is very 
excited to have a little brother. 
 

We wish them all the very best at this exciting time. 
We are happy to report that so far this year our staff baby tally is 
four boys and two girls.  

It’s that time of year again when planning gets underway for  
the 2022 school year. If you have another family member due  
to commence their schooling, please ensure you have an 
enrolment placed with us. For those students who will not be 
continuing with us next year, it is required that parent/guardians 
notify the school in writing. For planning purposes, we would 
appreciate a term’s notice. If you are aware of any families who 
are looking at schooling options for their children, please ask 
them to contact Mrs Cate Wuttke on 8683 2400 at the school. 

Position Vacant 

Baby News 

     Alex Roberts      Colleen Gay 

  Stacey Hartwich Maisie Henderson 

2022 Enrolments 

http://www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au


 

This year our official School Photographs will be taken on  

Tuesday, 24 August 
and  

Wednesday, 25 August.  
 

We ask parents and caregivers to refrain from booking 
appointments and holidays on these dates to avoid missing  
out on school photographs. Not only are these photos lovely  
for families to purchase, they are also a historical record for  
our school. 
 

The school photo schedule can and does change at any given 
time throughout these two days, so it is important that students 
are not absent, and are photo ready on either of these dates.  
All students currently enrolled here at St Joe’s will have an 
individual photo for school purposes, regardless of whether they 
are being purchased by the family. 
 

There will be further information 
regarding school photos later, but for 
now, please ensure these two dates 
are kept free in your diary. 
 

We have been following up with our uniform supplier, Midford, 
and we can provide you with the following update. 
 

Stockings are now back in stock. 
 

A delivery of skirts is due towards the end of next month. 
Another shipment of the new style half zip jumpers are on  
order and we have worked hard on getting them here as soon  
as possible. The supplier has told us they are working towards 
delivery by mid July. Alternatively, we are currently offering a 
50% discount, on current stocks only, of the polar fleece tops 
and the rugby jumpers, which can worn as uniform until July 
2023. When uniform items change, there is a two year 
changeover grace period during which previous and new items 
may be worn. 
 

Additional girls’ short sleeve shirts are also on order as the 
Uniform Shop has run out of stock in some sizes. Again, we  
are expecting this delivery within the next two weeks. Please  
be aware that there is plenty of stock of long sleeve shirts in  
all sizes for both boys’ and girls’ styles. 
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding as COVID-19  
has had an impact on the supplier’s manufacturing and delivery 
lead times. 
 

Week  6 
Curry of the week  Soup - Minestrone 
Thai Green chicken and rice 
 
Week 7 
Curry of the week  Soup - Chicken and Corn 
Brown Lentil and Rice 

 

 

During ‘National Boarding Week’ our Boarding students have 
been raising funds for the ‘Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal’ 
by collecting money at a variety of collection points around 
town after school.  
 

To add to this total, the Boarders organized a ‘Red Day’ at 
school where students in Years 7 - 12 were invited to wear a 
‘Touch of Red’ and bring a gold coin donation so that they can 
help those in need.  
 

We thank everyone for their donations and are happy to 
report that our ‘Red Day’ raised an additional $255.00, which 
was presented yesterday to Darryn Lloyd from the local 
branch of the Salvation Army by our Boarding House Captains, 
Elsie Guidera and Madison Barns. 

Our school, along with thousands of others across the 
country, will begin preparations for the fifth Australian Early 
Development Census (AEDC).  
 

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development, 
health and well being of children in their first year of full-time 
school. The census results have helped communities, schools 
and governments plan services and develop better policies  
to target support for children and families. 
 

Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers  
don’t need to supply schools with any new information for  
the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and community 
level - it isn’t an assessment of individual children. Some 
teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments 
made them more aware of the needs of individual children 
and the class as a whole and that the census results are  
useful in planning for transitions to Year 1 and developing 
class programs. 
 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t 
need to take any action unless they choose not to include 
their children in the census. To find out more about the 
census and how communities are using the data to help 
children and families visit the AEDC website: 
www.aedc.gov.au. 
 

 Red Day for Salvos 2021 School Photo Dates 

School Uniform Shop Update 
‘ 

Touch 

Of 

Red 

Day 

Australian Early Development Census 

Canteen Specials 

http://www.aedc.gov.au


 

Football 
Last Thursday 20 footballers from Year 10 - 12 represented the 
school in the Open Football Competition at Ravendale Oval. 
Our first game was against Port Lincoln High in what were quite 
warm conditions for football. The boys started the game well, 
playing with good intensity but inaccurate kicking proved costly. 
We won plenty of the ball and began to play with more cohesion 
but unfortunately the boys continued to waste scoring 
opportunities. St Joes finished with 5 goals 14 points which was 
the difference in the game. 
 

PLHS then drew with a hard running Cummins team and our 
boys knew they were up for another tough game but were keen 
to respond in our second and final game. Injuries to Bailey Fraser 
and Will Symonds meant we had no one left on the bench 
making a warm day even tougher. 
 

However, right from the first bounce the St Joes boys were 
dominant in all areas. Cummins were a little shell-shocked with 
our boys putting 6 or 7 goals on the board before they had even 
scored. Our mid-field began to ‘gel’ and win the clearances, 
setting up multiple forward line entries which the forwards 
finished off nicely with accurate kicking. The boys moved the ball 
quickly and skillfully and the backs provided plenty of rebound.  
St Joes ran away with an excellent win to finish the day and were 
left ruing their inaccuracy in the first game. 
 

Thanks to Mr Mark Aldridge and Mr Mark Blight for their help 
coaching and umpiring and, also to Year 12 student, Daniel 
Gobin, who was injured on the day but supported the coaches 
with his excellent insight and football knowledge. Well done to 
all players who were fantastic in the way in which they 
represented the school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hockey 
Yesterday St Joseph’s School competed in a School Hockey 
Carnival at Ravendale. Our talented St Joe’s team won the 
carnival against other local schools. All our SJS representatives  
are to be congratulated on their sportsmanship both on an off 
the field.  
 

Under the guidance of Mr Kym Hosking and Mr Matt Keatley,  
our talented team were able to bring home the championship 
flag. 

 

Netball 
Last Thursday St Joseph’s School had a very successful day on 
the netball courts at Ravendale. Six teams represented St 
Joe’s on the day, with four of those teams bringing home the 
Championship flags. Another team made the grand final but 
unfortunately didn’t win the flag. It was an awesome effort by 
all of our SJS representatives. 
 

Not only did they play well, our two Open Netball teams were 
the first ever teams to wear our new SJS netball uniforms. 
Covid-19 unfortunately stopped us from launching them last 
year, but this year our two Open teams took to the courts 
feeling quite proud to be wearing our very own school 
colours. Our junior teams wore local club uniforms, but we 
are hoping to have more of our teams decked out in our 
fabulous navy, teal and white dresses next year. 
 

A big thank you to the organisers of the carnival, the umpires, 
scorers and coaches. Thank you to the coaches of our six 
teams, Kerrily Doudle, Lucy Kolega, Matt Keatley, Tracy  
Baldwin, M’Hiret Otto, Sophie Smith and Sophie Gill. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

… continued ... Recent Sporting Carnivals  


