
Dear parents and caregivers,  
Such sad news  
I join in sadness with the Port Lincoln community as we come to terms with the death of a young 
person in tragic circumstances this week. In a small community, such an event impacts on many 
different people. Our hearts and prayers go out to the family of the child that died and all 
those involved directly and indirectly. As a school we are here to ensure the well-being of our 
students and families. We are able to arrange counselling for any students who would like 
support, following this incident.  If you want your child to access this support, please contact 
Jelena Edmonds (School Counsellor) or Natalie Hart (Youth Officer) on 8683 2400. Alternatively, 
you can email jelena.edmonds@sjspl.catholic.edu.au or natalie.hart@sjspl.catholic.edu.au to 
arrange the in-school support option. Counselling is also available through Centacare.  
Settling in  
I continue to settle into St Josephs School and I have enjoyed meeting more of our amazing 
students. As I become more familiar with the spaces here, I am blown away by the opportunities 
afforded our students. This week I have come across students making chopping boards in 
Tech Studies, preparing and serving Greek food from a makeshift Greek food truck, specialist 
Literacy support in Reception, rehearsals for our school musical and Year 8 science presentations. 
In fact, as I have visited classes I have asked students what they value about their school, what is 
special?  Generally I have been told, “we are a Catholic school” and “we have excellent 
facilities” (the teachers and the canteen often get a mention too). I am genuinely pleased that 
our students can describe what is unique about our school and that they appreciate the 
experiences they are lucky enough to enjoy every day.   
Engage in your child’s learning  
Last week, we held Parent Teacher Interviews in the Middle and Senior School. These are one of 
the most valuable ways for parents to engage in their child’s learning. These conversations 
between parents, teachers and students offer an opportunity for parents to better understand 
where their young person is at with his/learning and what they can do to support the learning at 
home. The research shows that students whose family are engaged in their learning, do better.   
“Parents and families play an important role in supporting their child's education. Research has 
shown that when schools and families work together, children do better, stay in school longer, are 
more engaged with their school work, go to school more regularly, behave better, and have better 
social skills.” Department of Education 2020 (link below) - for more information  
https://www.education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s-learning    
We want the best for every student at St Joseph’s and to do their best, they need your support. 
I encourage you all to keep in regular contact with your child’s teacher/s. You do not need to wait 
for formal interviews to come around. If you have a question or concern, make contact. All 
teachers are available by email and will meet with parents as needed to support their students.   
Boarding Week  
Next week is National Boarding Week, a week to celebrate the fantastic efforts and 
commitment of boarders, boarding staff and schools. The Boarders at St Joseph’s are an 
important part of our school community and their presence increases our diversity and 
connection with the wider Eyre Peninsula community. I know there are lots of 
fun activities planned for our Boarders next week and I acknowledge and thank our Boarding 
Director – Kate Benjamin for planning these and for the excellent care and support she offers our 
Boarders, daily. I hope that our Boarders feel very much at home here at St Joseph’s and I wish 
them all a great Boarding Week in 2021.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone     Catherine Gurr, Principal 

Lord, Help us invite and  
embrace others with  

generosity and care, opening 
ourselves to their needs  

and wisdom.  
When we gather to share  
stories and break bread,  

enable us to nurture  
relationships of dignity  

and respect.   
We ask this in Jesus' name, 

 Amen 

Some Important Dates to 
Remember 
      

Tuesday, 11 May - 21 May 
• NAPLAN testing  
Sunday, 16 May - 22 May  

• National Boarding Week 
• Careers Week 
Wednesday, 19 May 

• Tcharkuldu Cross Country 
Thursday, 20 May 

• Open Boys Football Carnival 
• Middle & Secondary Girls  
      Netball Carnival 
Friday, 21 May 

• R-6 Dress Up Day —Future 
Career Outfit 

• 7-12 Casual Day—Salvation 
Army Red Shield Appeal Day—
Wear Red  

Wednesday, 26 May 

• Open Mixed Hockey 
Friday, 28 May 

• Year 4 Holy Communion  
      Retreat 
Sunday, 6 June 

• Holy Communion 
Friday, 11 June 

• Pupil Free Day 
• Boarding House Exeat 
Monday, 14 June 

• Queen’s Birthday Public       
Holiday 

 

Thursday, 13 May 2021 - Term 2 Week 3 

Prayer A message from our new Principal 
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Dress Up for R-6 Students—National Careers Week will be 

held from 17-23 May 2021. To support this, on Friday 21 May,  

our R-6 students are encouraged to come dressed up in their 

‘Future Career Outfit’. For example: a fireman, a policeman, 

doctor, farmer, plumber, librarian, nurse, teacher, builder, vet, 

scientist … the list is endless.  Its never too young to start 

exploring! 

Casual Day for 7-12 Students—Help the boarders help those in 
need by dressing in RED for the Year 7-12 Casual Day next 
Friday 21 May. Each year the SJS Boarders support the 
Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal and would love your support 
in raising money for those less fortunate in our community. 
Please bring a gold coin donation and wear a touch of RED on 
this Casual Day. 

Catholic Education Week 

Catholic Education Week was celebrated by students through a simultaneous prayer service on the theme 'Come & Stay' with buddy 
classes. Students then came together around the table of hospitality to share a healthy snack. After students ate and had time to 
catch up with their buddies, they all took part in a whole school art activity where they decorated paper plates around the school 
theme of 'Come & Stay'. These plates were then hung in the foyer of the Resource Centre windows as a collaborative artwork. 
During this week students also celebrated 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia.  Nicole Russell—APRIM 
 

 

On Friday 7 May Reception to Year 2 
students participated in a special 
Mother's Day Liturgy. The liturgy was 
held in St Mary of the Angels Church 
and mothers and motherly figures were 
in attendance. The students sang a 
beautiful song 'You Are My Sunshine' to 
our special guests, with Fr Ben also in 
attendance to give a blessing to our 
much loved mothers. 
 

On Sunday 9 May at the 9am Mass 
some of our young parishioners, who 
are also St Joseph's students, welcomed mothers and wished 
them a happy Mother's Day with flower pins and bookmarks 
made by Primary students. 

Mother’s Day Celebrations Lets Dress Up! 



 

 

Annual LEP Cross Country Run 

On Friday 7th of May, 33 students from St Joseph’s participated 

in the annual LEP Cross Country run. This event was held at 

Pioneer Park and students competed against competitors from 

PLPS, KPPS, Navigator College, Cummins Area School, Ungarra 

Primary and Poonindie Primary schools. 

The conditions were perfect with the 10 year olds completing a 

2km track and older age groups running a distance of 3km.  

All students are to be congratulated on the way they conducted 

themselves on the day.  A special mention to the following medal 

winners: 

10yo girls – 2km: 3rd Lucy Miller–Time 9.37m 

10yo boys – 2km:  2nd Jed Saunders–Time 8.29m 

11yo girls – 3 km: 3rd Sophie Jones – Time 14.19m 

12yo girls – 3km: 2nd Cloeda Harradine–Time 13.39m 

12yo boys – 2km: 2nd Harry Butterworth–Time 12.27m 

13yo boys – 3km: 1st Phoenix Whillas–Time 11.30m 

13yo boys – 3km: 3rd Lucas Blight–Time 12.11m 

13yo girls – 3km:  2nd Sibeal Hopkins–Time 13.17m 

Our medal winners have been invited to attend the State Cross 

Country Championships at Oakbank in the Adelaide Hills, on 

Thursday 10 June. 

 

 

 

 

 

West Coast School Surf Competition 

On Monday 3 May a group of students  travelled to Walkers 

Rocks, near Elliston, to compete in the annual West Coast School 

Surf Competition which has been running for about thirty years 

now. The Juniors (Teddy Paull, Mylo Cunningham and Darcy 

Kelsh) started the day off at the beach surfing a small clean right 

hander. Teddy Paull performed well coming third in the Under 

9/10 Boys Division, Tessa Paull, third in the Under 12 Girls and 

Darcy Kelsh, second in the Under 11 Boys Division. The event 

was then taken to Walkers Rock Reef where more challenging 

conditions were experienced by the Intermediate and Senior 

Boys (Seamus Clark and Oscar Paull) and Girls (Tessa Paull, 

Hallie Paull, Dakota Wilkins and Jasmin Spriggs). Oscar Paull 

gained second place and Seamus Clark, third in the Under 15 

Boys Division and Hallie Paull second in the Under 14 Girls 

Division. All students are to be congratulated for the manner in 

which they competed in what was a successful and enjoyable 

regional school community event. Thanks also to parents and 

teachers who transported students, judged, and assisted in the 

event. 

Annual EP Schools Gymkhana 

On Monday 3 May, Mylee Bilney – Yr 6, Phoebe Porter – Yr 8, 

Tamika Berryman and Marie Van Rooijen – Yr 11, 

represented St Joseph’s School at the annual EP Schools 

Gymkhana. Students travelled from as far as Ceduna, Kimba 

and Whyalla to compete. The gymkhana provides an 

opportunity for students who have a passion for horses, to 

compete with their friends and catch up with riders from 

other schools. The program 

for the day consisted of a 

hack ring, novelties and show 

jumping.  Our students 

thoroughly enjoyed the day, 

with horses behaving and 

riders coming away with 

some great achievements.  

We are pleased to offer the Afterschool Homework Club for 

students in Year 7 – 12 this year. There will be staff in the 

Resource Centre from 3:30 – 4:30 pm available to provide 

support to students with their assignments, homework or 

missed classwork. For Term 2, we have Maths teachers 

available on a Monday, English/HASS on Tuesday, Science on 

Wednesday and HPE/Science on a Thursday. This may change 

throughout the year and we will keep you updated each term. 

Please note, students are not limited to these subjects on 

these nights as all teachers are capable and willing to assist 

with any work, but this may help guide which nights are best 

suited for your child to attend. 

Students are welcome to simply attend voluntarily on any of 
the nights; however, if you wish to sign your child up for the 
Afterschool Homework Club, you can go to the following link 
and complete the online form. This will alert the school that 
they are required to attend, and we can then contact you if 
they are not present. St Joseph's School Port Lincoln 
(sjspl.catholic.edu.au) 
For Senior School students, there are also additional support 
sessions in place. This includes Wednesday and Thursday 
lunchtime in the Senior Centre with Mr Lamont and Mrs 
Kutny. There are also Thursday after school (3:30 – 4:30 pm) 
sessions specifically for supporting students with Research 
Project. Once again, these sessions are optional but a great 
support structure for students who need extra help with their 
work. If you have any further questions or queries about the 
Homework Club, please do not hesitate to contact Ben 
Lamont. 
 

A big congratulations to Mrs Jess Treasure 
and husband, Dusty, on the safe arrival of 
their new addition, a baby girl, Matilda (Tilly) 
Mary. Tilly is a little sister for siblings, Gracie 
and Henry.  We wish them all the very best 
at this special time. 

 Sports News Sports News 

After School Homework Club 

Baby News 
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We would like to thank all businesses and organisations who 

have participated in our St Joseph’s School Work Experience 

Program, for sharing their knowledge, skills and expertise with 

our students. The opportunity for a student to gain first-hand 

experience in the work force is invaluable, particularly as 

students move towards meaningful discussions about career 

paths and the selection of their Year 12 subjects.   We are 

pleased to report that some students have gained part-time 

employment from their week of Work Experience. While visiting 

many of the students at their placement it was encouraging to 

see their excitement and enthusiasm within a working 

environment.  

Amanda Coote – Careers, VET and Pathways Coordinator. 
 

I was pleased with the opportunity to complete my work experience with Mortlock Clinic 

Eyre Sports Physio and NJF Wellness. Going into my work experience, I was 

apprehensive as I did not have an interest in Physiotherapy; however, due to Mrs Coote 

and myself expressing my new ideal career pathway of women's health, the physios helped 

me understand how physios work with women's health issues. I was given ample 

opportunities to learn new processes and conditions, understand university pathways and 

the ins and outs of the medical world.   

Nina Hore – Eyre Sports Physio and NJF Wellness 
 

I completed my work experience at the Port Lincoln Medical Centre. This was an 

unforgettable experience and unquestionably a feature of my schooling. I enjoyed watching 

the various procedures, surgeries, dressings, and more. I also cherished the numerous 

conversations I had with the doctors, patients, nurses, and additional employees. The 

climax of my work experience was undeniably working with Dr Raj as his assistant. I 

acquired an abundance of information from him and have cemented the pathway I wish to 

pursue after completing my schooling.  

Kylie Hurrell – Lincoln Medical Centre 

Hot on the heels of learning basic car 

maintenance recently, our SJS 

Boarders have now begun 

undertaking another important set of 

life skills, their First Aid Course 

(HLTAID004 CPR and Anaphylaxis).  

These sessions are being run through 

local organization, Port Lincoln 

Training.  This six hour face-to-face 

and online course will equip the 

boarders with the necessary skills to 

help anyone in an emergency medical situation…. from asthma 

attacks, cuts and abrasions to snake bites, sprains and breaks 

and everything in between! 

Not only will the boarders gain useful life skills, but they will end 

up with a nationally recognized qualification. 

Education Perfect is an online learning platform catering to 
various subject areas and used by over 1 million students from 
2000+ schools worldwide.  The platform includes speaking and 
writing practice, listening and reading comprehension, 
grammar lessons and vocabulary. 
As part of their regular online learning activities, St Joseph’s 
School students can compete against students from Australia 
and around the world via timed competitions for a particular 
topic or theme.  Every year, Education Perfect runs a ‘World 
Series Championship’ for languages for one week.  Our school 
took park in the Japanese section of the championship late 
last term. 
St Josephs School’s final placing 
for Japanese was 62nd out of 
1,315 schools worldwide.  We 
also placed 52nd against 922 
Australian schools. 
Particular mention should go to 
Year 8 student Nadine Calpo.  
Nadine placed in the top 2% out 
of the 208,000 competitors 
around the world. 
20 St Joseph’s School students 
received either a credit, bronze 
or gold award for their hard 
work and effort for the week.   
 
Congratulations to:- 
Gold:  Nadine Calpo 
Bronze:  Cleo Sturman, Ebony Pedler, Eimear Cochrane, Holly 
Bates, Madilyn Fox, Sibeal Hopkins, Sachi Vidov, Sky Keane 
Credit:  Albert Cordell, Angus van Rooijen, Anika Bayly, Claire 
Bailey, Dana Cameron, Edward Kutny, Erin Wiseman, Hannah 
Whillas, Koiki Hughes, Oscar Hamilton-Reid, Tyler Davidson. 

The St Mary of the Angels Parish has an Accounts/Finance and 
CSH&W position vacant in the Church Office.  Between 5-7 
hours per week.  If this is something that may interest you 
please contact Fr Ben on 8682 3725. 

 
Week 4—Soup.. Pumpkin; Curry … Indonesian Curry 
Week 5—Soup.. Green Pea; Curry.. Reg Vegetable Curry 

NOTE:  EFTPOS is now available at the canteen 

Lincoln South Football Club is currently short of under 13s-
under 15s and under 17s players.  If your son or daughter is 
interested in playing, training is at Centenary Oval.   
Under 13s – 4.30pm Wednesday; Under 15s and Under 17s 
Thursday 4.30pm.  Game time is available or contact Doug 
Glass on 0419 856 544. 

 World Series Championship for Languages Year 11 Work Experience 

Canteen Specials 

More Life Skills for Our Boarders! 

Position Available 

Community News 


