
 

God of openness and hospitality, you call us  to be people of welcome, 
embracing each person we meet as if we are meeting you. 

 

We ask this in the name of Jesus,  
who welcomes all. 

 

 

Dear St Joseph’s families and caregivers, 
 

Welcome back! I extend a special welcome to staff, students and families who are new to our 

school community this term.  
 

Of course, I am new this term too! I am very excited to be here, to be working with such a 

dynamic staff, amongst these wonderful students. I met with staff on Tuesday and today  

I have begun to meet some of the St Joseph’s students and families.  
 

As some of you may know, I have moved to Port Lincoln with my husband, Michael, and we  

are busy moving into our new home. I am looking forward to experiencing everything Port 

Lincoln has to offer and to helping shape this amazing school community. 
 

I want you to know that your children, our students, matter to me. Each and every student, 

created in God’s image, brings something special to this school and I want the best for every 

single one of them. Together with the staff at  

St Joseph’s, I will work to ensure that every 

student thrives. I want our students to do their 

best, to be their best, to become the person they 

are called to be. In so doing, our students will 

change our world. 
 

For our community, I want relationships to 

flourish, for our facilities and programs to grow  

and improve and for all members of our 

community to know that they matter and belong.  
 

I am 100% invested in this school and our students 

and I will endeavour to make a great school 

greater. While I don’t know everyone yet, I aim  

to get to know everyone as soon as possible. 

Please introduce yourself to me if you see around 

the place. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Ms Catherine Gurr   
PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 
 

(Please refer to our School 
Calendar on the website for 
additional dates) 
      

Monday, 3 May   

• Catholic Education Week 
• Eyre Peninsula Gymkhana 
• West Coast Surfing  
       Competition (Sheringa Beach) 
 

Tuesday, 4 May  & 5 May 

• 7 - 12 Parent/Teacher/Student 
Learning Discussions  

      3.30pm onwards 
 

Wednesday, 5 May  

• Year 10 Boys and Girls Football  
       (Lock) 
 

Friday, 7 May  

• R - 2 Mother’s Day Liturgy 
       in the Church 10.30am 
 

• SAPSASA LEP Cross Country 
      Carnival 
 

Tuesday, 11 May - 21 May 
• NAPLAN testing  
  

Sunday, 16 May - 22 May  

• National Boarding Week 
• Careers Week 
 

Wednesday, 19 May 

• Tcharkuldu Cross Country 
 

Thursday, 20 May 

• Open Boys Football Carnival 
• Middle & Secondary Girls  
      Netball Carnival 
 

Wednesday, 26 May 

• Open Mixed Hockey 
 

Friday, 28 May 

• Year 4 Holy Communion  
      Retreat 

Thursday, 29 April, 2021 - Term 2 Week 1 

Prayer 

A message from our new Principal 



Welcome New Staff 
This term we welcome the following new students and their 
families to our St Joseph’s School community. We hope they feel 
most welcome. 
 

Archie Aird (Year 1) 
Phoebe Pilkington (Year 2) 
Charlee Jenkins (Year 3) 
Harrison Ware (Year 4) 
Sydney Pilkington (Year 4) 
Nicki Pozvek (Year 4) 
Jayden Jenkins (Year 5) 
Codee Wheare (Year 9) 
Elizay Abid (Year 12) 
 

A big congratulations to SJS staff members, Miss Lucy Kolega 
(Year 3) and Miss Bridget Manning (Year 6) , who were recently 
presented with their ‘Bachelor of Education (Primary)’ Graduation 
certificates during the last week of the school holidays at the 
University of South Australia Pridham Hall. 
 

Lucy is an old scholar of St Joe’s and was part of the SJS ‘Class  
of 2015’.  
 

We congratulate Lucy and Bridget on this achievement and are 
very happy they are both here at St Joe’s sharing their talents  
with our students and our school community. 

 

We regularly use social media platforms to keep you up to date 
with information about events, student activities, and successes, 
as well as sharing images taken during the many amazing learning 
opportunities which are offered here at St Joe’s. We would love 
you to like our Facebook page and follow us on Instagram, and 
don’t forget to let your family members/friends know to follow us 
too. You are welcome to like/share or comment on our posts. 
Your feedback is important to us and we are interested in hearing 
what you would like to see more of on our social media pages. 
You are welcome to email maree - mareee@sjspl.catholic.edu.au. 

 Welcome New Students 

This term we welcome the following new staff members to our 
school community. 

 

Indiah van Doorn  
Indiah is an old scholar of St Joseph’s School 
and was part of the ‘Class of 2016’. Indiah has 
joined our Junior Primary faculty and will be 
teaching Year 2 Gold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belinda Keryn 
Belinda has been teaching locally here in  
Port Lincoln prior to joining our school 
community and will be teaching Year 1  
three days a week and Year 2 one day a  
week. 
 
 
 
 

 

Isabel Holland 
Isabel joins us from Adelaide and will be 
teaching Year 2 while Mrs Longbottom is on 
Maternity Leave.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also welcome Mrs Sally McIntyre back to teaching after 
Maternity Leave. Sally will be joining Catherine Taylor in Year 5 
Gold. 
 

We farewell Mrs Alex Batty who has returned to Adelaide for 
family reasons and we thank her for her contribution to our 
school. 
 

A big congratulations to  
Mrs Taylor-Rose Hood and 
husband, Kaide, on the safe arrival 
of their new addition, a baby boy,  
Mylo Jagger. Mylo is a little brother 
for Daisy. 
 

We wish them all the very best at 
this special time and we are all 
looking forward to meeting him. 

 

Our condolences to staff member, Mr Paul McGeever and  
family on the recent passing of his mother, Maisie. Maisie has 
had a long connection with our school and the St Mary of the 
Angels Parish over the years. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all at this sad time. 
 

Baby News 

SJS Social Media 

Sympathy 

Congratulations 



 

Catholic Education Week - Week 2 

Each year during Catholic Education Week schools in the Diocese 
of Port Pirie take part in a simultaneous activity as a way to 
celebrate our Catholic identity, and our connection with each 
other using our diocesan theme for the year as a catalyst.  
To continue this celebration and connection, on Wednesday,  
5 May staff and students from all schools within the Port Pirie 
Diocese will gather around the table of hospitality and reflect  
on the 'Come & Stay' theme. Students will participate in a  
prayer service and complete activities that promote inclusion, 
generosity, and an openness to all. During this week we also 
celebrate 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia, with 
students all playing a special part in creating a whole school 
artwork. 
 
 

 

Our R - 2 Mother’s Day Liturgy  
will take place this year in the 
Church at 10.30am on Friday,  
7th May. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 

As this is the only newsletter 
before Mother’s Day, we wish  
all our Motherly figures a very 
happy and relaxing Mother’s Day. 

A big congratulations to Sr Joan Barry rsj who recently 
celebrated her 99th birthday.  Sr Joan celebrated this very 
special occasion with family and friends in Adelaide. 
 

We are sure Sr Joan celebrated in true Sr Joan style, and we are 
all looking forward to celebrating her 100th birthday next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

At our meetings on the pupil-free day this week, teachers 
reviewed data (from parent communications and from 
student surveys last year and last term) and discussed ways to 
strengthen relationships, and hence learning, in all classes. 
Positive feedback was celebrated as testament to efforts to 
work in partnership with parents in supporting all children. 
One quote, for example, was “We can feel how much St Joes 
cares for all students and families.” 
 

Teachers revisited previous learning about restorative 
processes as a means of addressing concerns and promoting 
personal responsibility in students. The Social Control window 
is a good representation of how people can work together, 
with the ‘restorative’ quadrant being the optimum space for 
skills development and growth in all areas. Working in this 
area, it is easier for young people to express behaviours they 
expect to see from each other; there are high, clearly 
articulated expectations and high support for students to 
achieve these standards; and there is continual feedback. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Within the sub-schools, staff are clarifying expectations 
around behaviour and engagement as well as agreements 
about the processes to be followed when expectations are not 
met. As we enter Term 2, we have established relationships, 
are settled into routines and are aware of task requirements. 
Teachers will continue to correspond with parents via class 
dojo (Primary classes),  SEQTA or email and appreciate your 
communication regarding your child/ren. Teachers will also be 
continually checking in with students to monitor progress, 
adherence to policies and wellbeing. We look forward to a 
great Term 2!  

 Staff Development Day Catholic Identity 

R - 2 Mother’s Day Liturgy 

Sr Joan turns 99 



 

Please remember that correct school uniform must always be 
worn unless instructed otherwise by the Principal or staff.  A 
written explanation is required from parents if a student is not 
wearing the correct uniform for any reason and should indicate 
when full uniform will again be worn. 
 

A reminder to parents that ALL students from Years 3 - 12  
should have an academic uniform. Sports uniforms should ONLY 
be worn on days when students have an allocated sport lesson.  
Primary and Secondary students are only permitted to wear  
their sport uniform on days they have PE scheduled on their 
timetable.  
 

Students in Reception - Year 2 have the choice to wear either 
their PE uniform or academic uniform (but not a mixture of  
both) as long as, on their designated PE days, they are wearing 
their PE uniform. 
 

Students who continually wear their PE uniform on incorrect 
days without a note to their Pastoral Care Teacher, will be asked 
to ring parents so they can change into the correct uniform. 
 

We would like to reinforce that winter skirts should be at least 
knee length and socks must cover the ankle. Please assist us with 
ensuring make-up and jewellery are not worn and hair longer 
than collar length is tied back. 
 

During Terms 2 and 3 our SJS school approved hats are not 
compulsory, but students are welcome to wear them when 
outside if they choose. If this is the case, please ensure hats  
are clearly named. 
 

Uniform items are available at the School Uniform Shop during 
opening hours, and our Uniform Shop Manager, Linda, is only 
too happy to assist with your uniform requirements. 
 

Please refer to our school website for opening times and prices. 
 

To ensure that lost items are returned quickly, please make sure 
all unform items, as well as, drink bottles and lunch boxes are 
clearly named. 
As Sally is away today we are unsure of the next two week’s 

specials. Please keep an eye out on the Parent Community Page 
(via our SJS Facebook page) for an update from Sally soon. 
 

Please ensure when placing a lunch order you are using the new 
‘Winter Menu’ which was distributed to families late last term.  
 It is also available on our school website. 
 

Port Lincoln Lions Club Hostel Market Day  
 

Sunday, 30 May, 9.00am - 2.00pm. RFDS Doughnut van on site. 
BBQ, tea and coffee, cake stalls, live music on the day. 
Car boot sale (outside) $10.00, Car Trailer or Ute $15.00,  
Tables (inside) $15.00. Register your interest by Thursday,  
27 May. Phone Terry on 0437 499 094 or Gavin on 0428 831 339. 
Covid-19 restrictions in place. Signs out on the day. 
 

 

Yesterday the Year 7 students participated in the  
"Future Shapers" program run by the Champions Academy 
team. This program helped students to develop rational 
thinking, self-confidence and manage pressures as they  
begin secondary schooling. Students were given the 
opportunity to find their voice and recognise the potential 
they have to create an impact in their sphere of interest and 
in their local community through a series of design challenges 
and problem-solving activities with the help of local mentors.  
 

We thank Gemma and Sarah for coordinating the day and  
a big thank you to all the mentors, some of who, were Old 
Scholars of St Joseph’s School. We appreciate them 
volunteering their time to assist our students. 
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