
 

It has been wonderful to see the energy and excitement of our community in these first  
few weeks of Term 1! Students have settled in well to their new classes, teachers and routines. 
We are grateful that parents could once again come into the school and classrooms at the 
beginning and end of the day to connect with the teachers and each other, and it has been 
affirming to see so many of you take up this opportunity.  
 

Yesterday was a special day for us as we celebrated the Beginning of Year Liturgy with the  
R-12 students and staff. It has been nearly a year since we have been able to gather as a  
whole school, so this was a significant moment for us all. We welcomed the 64 new Reception 
students during the much-loved ‘Shake and Take’ with their Year 12 buddies finishing with the 
‘Lean on Me’ song.  
 

It was ‘third time lucky’ for our school in being able to hold the Official Opening and Blessing  
of the Sr Catherine Clark rsj Senior Centre and refurbished MacKillop Centre. With the  
previous proposed dates last year being cancelled due to the pandemic, we were blessed  
to have Bishop Karol, Pt Pirie Diocesan Director Nichii Mardon, and past Principals Dr Sandra 
Hewson and Sr Josie Huppatz join other special guests for the ceremony. Although  
Sr Catherine was unable to attend, we acknowledged her outstanding service to our school, 
wider community and Catholic Education over many years. It was certainly fitting to name our 
new Senior Centre in Sr Catherine’s honour and hope that all who use this learning space will, 
like her, share a commitment to faith, kindness, hospitality and life-long learning. 
 

The R-6 Parent Welcome Evening was also held yesterday evening. It was lovely to once again 
be able to start the night with an opportunity for parents to gather with a drink and nibble, as 
we know that disruptions of last year made this more difficult! Time spent in classrooms then 
gave opportunities for sharing and connecting with Pastoral Care Teachers. We look forward  
to seeing more families this evening for the Years 7-9 and Years 10-12 Welcome Night. 
 

The term seems to be 
flying by, with Week 3 
already nearly 
finished! Thank you  
to all our students, staff 
and families who have 
made the year start with 
such welcome, energy  
and positivity. With Ash 
Wednesday next week 
beginning our Lenten 
journey, may God bless us 
in this special time of 
reflection and giving  
as we move towards 
Easter. 
 

Ms Sonia Nelson 
Acting Principal 

 

 
 

Some Important 
Dates to Remember 
 

(Please refer to our School 
Calendar on the website for 
additional dates) 
      

Friday, 5th March  

• Year 9 Rite Journey Calling/ 
      Departure 7.00am at 
      Winters Hill 
 

Monday, 8th March  

• Adelaide Cup Long Weekend 

 

Friday, 12th March  
• Whole School Sports Day  
      @ Ravendale Sporting  
      Complex 
      (School is closed on this day) 
 

Friday, 19th March  
• St Joseph’s Day Celebrations 

 

Friday, 26th March  
• Spencer Gulf Athletics Carnival 
      @ Pt Augusta 
 

 
 

Thursday, 11th February, 2021 - Term 1 Week 3 

A message from our Acting Principal 
Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, teach us to be 
like You in all our ways. 

Teach us kindness,  
gentleness, generosity, 

and to be giving,  
forgiving, loving  

and caring.  
Teach us to follow in  

Your humble footsteps.  
Guide us to the place  

You want us to be.  
Mold and shape us into 
the brilliant beings we 
were always destined  

to become. 
Amen 



Farewell Berny McQuillan 
 

Congratulations to the newly elected Primary and Secondary 
House Captains. We wish them well in their upcoming Leadership 
Positions.  
 

2021 is the last year Year 7 students will be part of SAPSASA. 
From 2022 Year 7 students will officially be part of High Schools  
in SA and Year 6 students will have the opportunity to attend 
SAPSASA events as the oldest Primary School group.  
 

As this is the transition year SAPSASA is very aware of not having 
the Year 6 students miss out. Year 6 students are included in 
Tennis, Cricket, Hockey, Swimming and Athletics teams if they  
are of a high standard. However, in 2021 for Netball, Football  
and Soccer there will be 2 teams representing each sport in 
SAPSASA, a Year 6 team and a Year 7 team. This way the Year 6 
students will not miss out when they enter High School next year 
as Year 7 students.  
 

We have decided to adopt the same policy for our Sports Day 
captains. This year as a one off, as well as having our traditional 
Year 7 Sports Day captain, we will also have Year 6 Captains to 
prevent them missing the opportunity the following year.  
 

MacKillop Secondary Captains 
Arley Byass and Remi Woods 

MacKillop Secondary Vice Captains 
Max Coote and Megan Carr 
MacKillop Primary Captains 

Conall Cochrane and Mabel Hyde 
MacKillop Primary Vice Captains 

Drew Baldwin and Eliza Shane 
Year 6 MacKillop Captains 

Harry Butterworth and Estelle Gray 
Year 6 MacKillop Vice Captains 
Isaiah Spinks and Isla Lawrence 

 
 

Tenison Secondary Captains 
Toby Casanova and Setia Puckridge 
Tenison Secondary Vice Captains 
Darcy Wiseman and Skye Doudle 

Tenison Primary Captains 
Jay Duncan and Jordan Casanova 
Tenison Primary Vice Captains 
Sullivan Isle and Claire Bailey 

Year 6 Tenison Captains 
Marli Furth and Lily O’Leary 

Year 6 Tenison Vice Captains 
Jake Hetzel and Jessie Wilson 

 
 

Penola Secondary Captains 
Tom Cormack and Sharlee D’Agostini 

Penola Secondary Vice Captains 
Zac Kenny and Jade Kolpondinos 

Penola Primary Captains 
Tyler Davidson and Jiba Hughes 
Penola Primary Vice Captains 
Lucas Blight and Ivy Aldridge 

Year 6 Penola Captains 
Lachlan Peak and Sophie Peak 
Year 6 Penola Vice Captains 

Saxon Linsell and Charlotte Davidson 
 

 Sport Captains 
 

This week was Berny’s last week in the Uniform Shop and we 
wanted to acknowledge and say thank you for her 20 years of 
service to our school community as our Uniform Shop Manager 
and several years prior to that assisting in the Uniform Shop. 
 

The St Joseph’s School community wish Berny all the best with 
her future endeavours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We require all parents, caregivers and visitors to St Joseph’s 
School to use the COVID-Safe Check-in system when entering  
our school grounds at any time. This can be done by using the  
QR Reader App on your phone or by signing in at the Front 
Office. 
 

The QR code is located at various entrances 
to the school grounds. We appreciate your 
support with this request. Please note that 
this does not replace our regular visitor sign
-in procedures. Those entering during 
school hours (not drop off or pick up) will 
still need to report to the Front Office. 
 

A friendly reminder to all those entering the school that there is 
a 10km speed limit throughout the school and parish grounds. 
 

We would also request that you refrain from 
parking in the Boarding House Carpark. These 
parks are reserved for Boarding House staff, 
students and parents of boarders only. 
 

With the relocation of Primary classrooms 
closer to the soccer oval boundary at the 
driveway end, we ask that parents NOT park 
along the driveway for drop off or pick up please. Posts have 
been installed and there are No Parking signs as reminders to all 
to avoid this area. Our first priority is the safety of our students 
and all drivers, hence we try to manage traffic on-site 
appropriately. We encourage you to utilise the supervised drop-
off zone before and after school.  
 

Please ensure that you have your child’s Year 8 and Year 10 
Immunisation Consent Card returned to class Pastoral Care 
Teachers by tomorrow. Even if you DO NOT consent, for record 
keeping purposes Pop Up Medics have requested their return. 
First Round of immunisations is on Wednesday 24th March.  

Covid Safe Check In 

Speed Limit & Carpark Use 

Immunisation Forms 



 

This coming Tuesday is called ‘Shrove 
Tuesday’. Shrove Tuesday is the day before 
‘Ash Wednesday’. Historically it was when 
people used up their luxury items in the lead  
up to Lent, like milk, cream and sugar, by 
making pancakes.  
 

Students will enjoy pancakes with their classmates during their 
morning lessons on Tuesday. Students are asked to bring in a 
gold coin donation to help raise funds to support Project 
Compassion.  

The commissioning of our Student Representative Council (SRC) 
will take place at the end of the Ash Wednesday Liturgies for 
their year level next Wednesday.  
 

All newly elected SRC students from Years 3 - 11 are to wear 
their academic uniform on this day. Unfortunately, parents are 
unable to join us for this event this year.  

A reminder to parents that ALL students from Years 3 - 12 should 
have an academic uniform. Sports uniforms should ONLY be 
worn on days when students have an allocated sport lesson.  
Primary and Secondary students are only permitted to wear  
their sport uniform on days they have PE scheduled on their 
timetable.  
 

We would like to reinforce that at no point, are students 
permitted to wear the PE Rugby top with the summer dress. 
Students who do this will be receiving a SEQTA notification to 
parents. Students are required to wear our uniform correctly  
and proudly. 
 

Students in Reception - Year 2 have the choice to wear either 
their PE uniform or academic uniform (but not a mixture of  
both) as long as, on their designated PE days, they are wearing 
their PE uniform. 
 

Students who continually wear their PE uniform on incorrect 
days without a note to their Pastoral Care Teacher, will be asked 
to ring parents so they can change into the correct uniform. 
 

Students are to wear the school approved navy hat in good 
condition. Ripped, torn and very faded hats are not acceptable. 
We appreciate your support in these matters. 

If your child is absent from school we would appreciate you in 
the first instance to either text 0429 823 655, or email 
absentee@sjspl.catholic.edu.au, as this will ensure that Office staff 
receive this information before text messages are sent to families. 
Some SEQTA messages have not been seen by Pastoral Care 
teachers until later in the morning, therefore, families have received 
unnecessary absentee text messages.  
 

If emailing teachers for absentee purposes it is requested that  
parents also copy in any emails sent to teachers regarding any 
appointments throughout the day (e.g. dentist, tutoring, music, 
doctor, sport etc) into absentee email address to ensure those 

messages are not missed. 

 

Position Vacant 

This is the last opportunity to apply for 
the position of Uniform Shop Manager 
here at St Joe’s (10 hours per week). 
 

Our uniform shop is open Monday  
and Wednesday afternoons from 
2.00pm - 5.00pm and Tuesday     
mornings 8.00am - 11.00am. 

 

If this sounds like something you may be interested in,  
please click on the link below to the SEEK application for 
further information and to apply for this position. 
 

Casual Uniform Shop Manager Job in Whyalla & Eyre 
Peninsula - SEEK  
 
 

This week we have had to introduce a rule of no trading 
Pokemon cards at school. We appreciate everyone being 
supportive of this rule as some of our students find trading 
cards very confusing and therefore upsetting. If a child brings 
their cards to school, they will be asked to place them on the 
teacher’s desk until the end of the day when they may be 
collected and taken home. 

School Fee Statements were posted to families on Tuesday. 
For full-fee paying families who opt to pay the full year’s  
fees by 26/2/21 they will receive a 5% discount on tuition 
fees.  For further information, please contact the Finance 
Department on 8683 2400 or accounts@sjspl.catholic.edu.au 
for more information. 

 

Week 4  
Chicken Thai Noodle Salad Small $4 Large $6 
 

Week 5  
Pad Thai Small $4 Large $6 

 

CFS - Volunteer Now! Volunteering with the CFS is more than 
just firefighting. There are a number of roles, including radio 
operations, admin and finance. For more information please 
contact Bob on 0429 425 411. Full training provided. 
www.cfs.sa.gov.au 
 

Tutor required - Seeking an after school tutor 3 hours a  
week for a Year 10 student. Must be proficient in Specialist 
Mathematics, Science and English. Please contact Jodie on 
0418 899 718. 
 

Port Lincoln Hockey Association - Would you like to try 
Hockey? Hookin2Hockey is fun and games aimed at kids  
aged 5 - 12. Starts Friday, 26th February, 4pm - 5pm at 
Ravendale. Equipment provided. Check out our Facebook 
page or call Toni (PLHA Juniors) on 0429 09 83332 for further 
information. Register online www.hookin2hockey.com.au 
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As you may already be aware, in 2020 we achieved 100% SACE completion from our Year 12 students for the fourth year in a row,  
with a very high proportion (80%) of student grades in the A or B bands. However, you may not have been aware that we have also 
seen an improving trend in our results over the past five years. The first graph below (Stage 2 School Subject Results – by Grade 
Distribution by Year) shows our Year 12 grades from 2016 to 2020. It indicates a majority of grades falling in the C+  
to B range in 2016 shifting to a majority in the B+ to A range in 2020. This is a testament to our students being supported by highly 
skilled Senior School teachers and the ongoing commitment of staff who have nurtured them throughout their time at St Joseph’s. 
With a continuous focus on improvement across the school and sector, we are proud to see such excellent results over this period. 
 

The next two graphs, show our grade distribution in Year 11 and 12 against the rest of the state. We have significantly 
outperformed state averages in the A and B bands, with much fewer students achieving in the lower bands. Once again, this 
reaffirms the outstanding learning happening here at St Joseph’s, and should give you a sense of confidence that this is the right 
school for your child and their future successes. 
 

Mr Ben Lamont  
Leader of Learning and Wellbeing Leader Years 10 - 12 |  SACE Coordinator   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SJS SACE Achievements 



2021 Beginning of Year Liturgy 

 

Remember to check out 
our School Facebook Page 

for more pics which will  
be posted as soon as  

we get a chance. 
 

Also, have a listen to our  
Year 12 students 

sing to their  
Reception buddies. 



Opening of the Sr Catherine Clark rsj Senior Centre & Blessing of the Statue of St Joseph 


