
 

Welcome back to St Joseph’s School for 2021! I hope that you have enjoyed the holidays and 
are ready for a great year ahead. Thank you for my warm welcome to the school and region.  
It is such a privilege to serve the St Joseph’s community this term! It was wonderful to meet so 
many students and families in the last few days and I look forward to further connections with 
you all in the coming weeks.  
 

Without dwelling on the challenges of 2020, I have already heard of the energy, commitment 
and resilience that was shown during this time and know that we will be able to confidently  
face any further challenges this year. It was a smooth start yesterday, with some introductory 
Pastoral Care time as well as first lessons with different teachers and subjects. A very special 
mention for our 115 new students across Reception to Year 12, including 13 new boarders and 
63 Reception students. We welcome you to our St Joseph’s School family! Our warm hospitality 
and care of each other fits in well with the Diocesan theme for 2021 – “Come and Stay”,  
as detailed later in this newsletter. 
 

We are also fortunate to welcome new staff members to our school. New primary teachers are 
Alicia Baines, Alexandra (Alex) Batty, Kayla Bray, Gracen Dyer, Lucy Kolega, Erika Lamont and 
Bridget Manning. In the secondary years we welcome Genevieve Hudson, Chris Jantke and  
Chris Scott. Joining our ESO Team are Jo Furth, Erica Larwood, M’Hiret Otto, Amanda Schlink 
and Chelsea Samuel.  
 

In the next newsletter we will have more specific information regarding our amazing 2020  
SACE results. We had another year of 100% SACE completion and more than 80% of all  
results in the A or B grade bands! We acknowledge the efforts of the students who were  
so ably supported by their Year 12 teachers, but also by the dedicated staff who have nurtured 
their learning and wellbeing over many years at St Joseph’s School. Congratulations to our  
Dux, Hannah Russell, who achieved an outstanding ATAR score of 98.55 and to Dana Hurrell  
as Proxime Accessit, with an ATAR score of 97.05. We hope that all our 2020 Year 12 students 
were able to achieve their personal best and wish them well in their future endeavours, 
whether through university, apprenticeships or other employment opportunities. 
 

As you may have seen on the news lately (and in my letter home to families), adults entering 
school sites are required to register via the COVID-Safe check-in QR code or manually through 
the Front Office. Visitors during the day must also follow the regular process of signing in 
through the Front Office upon 
entry. We appreciate your support 
and cooperation in helping us to 
keep everyone safe and healthy. 
 

My best wishes and prayers for 
every member of our St Joseph’s 
School community and for a 
wonderful year  
to come! 
 

Ms Sonia Nelson 
Acting Principal 

 

 
 

Some Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, 31st January 
• Staff Commissioning Mass  
      @ 9.00am 
 

Wednesday, 10th February 
• Beginning of Year Liturgy  
      @ 10.00am 
Thursday, 4th February 
• SEQTA Drop-in Session  
      @ 3.30pm - 5.15pm 
      

Monday, 8th March  

• Adelaide Cup Long Weekend 
 

Friday, 12th March  
• Whole School Sports Day  
      @ Ravendale Sporting  
      Complex 
      (School is closed on this day) 
 

Friday, 19th March  
• St Joseph’s Day Celebrations 
  

Friday, 26th March  
• Spencer Gulf Athletics Carnival 
      @ Pt Augusta 
 
 
 

Thursday, 28th January, 2021 - Term 1 Week 1 

A message from our Acting Principal Prayer 
 

Welcoming God,  
 

Help us invite  
and embrace others 

 with generosity  
and care,  

opening ourselves  
to their needs and  

wisdom.   
 

Come and stay  
I welcome you.  

 

Amen 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to our New Staff 
 

Most would already know  
Sally Bawden (left) who is  
our Canteen Manager. This 
year Sally will be joined by 
Erica Larwood as her Canteen 
Assistant. We congratulate 
Erica and wish her all the best 
in her new position. 
 

Congratulations to staff member, Miss Lisa Kuerschner on her 
recent engagement to her fiancé, Toby Fox, over the holiday 
break. We wish them all the very best at this exciting time. 
 

 

We require all parents, caregivers and visitors to St Joseph’s 

School to use the COVID-Safe Check-in system when entering  

our school grounds at any time. This can be done by using the  

QR Reader App on your phone or by signing in at the Front Office. 
 

The QR code is located at various entrances to the school grounds 

and on buildings. We appreciate your support with this request. 

Please note that this does not replace our regular visitor sign-in 

procedures. Those entering during school hours (not drop off or 

pick up) will still need to report to the Front Office. 
 

It was especially exciting to return to school this year to see the 
Primary classrooms established in their new location and progress 
with the early works on the site for our new building. We are  
very grateful for the hard work of all the trades involved, as well 
as our Grounds & Maintenance and IT staff over the holidays. 
 

The location of the new development, near the playground, has 
resulted in the space near the Telstra gate becoming very busy. 
With the access needed for machinery and increased congestion 
over the coming months, parents are encouraged to avoid this 
area for school drop off and pick up if possible. We are aware  
that Port Lincoln Council Compliance Officers frequently check 
carpark and road use around the schools. 
 

 

 

 Canteen Staff 

Engagement Congratulations 
Alicia Baines Alex Batty Kayla Bray 

Gracen Dyer Jo Furth Genevieve Hudson 

Chris Jantke Lucy Kolega Erika Lamont 

Bridget Manning Sonia Nelson M’Hiret Otto 

Chelsea Samuel Amanda Schlink Chris Scott 

Covid Safe Check In 

We are sure you will make our new staff members feel 
very welcome. To learn a little more about each one,  
please visit our SJS Facebook page. 

Building Project 

First Day Memories 



 

 

Year of St Joseph 

This year Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St 
Joseph,” in honour of the 150th anniversary of St Joseph being 
named as patron of the Universal Church. Pope Francis asks us to 
reflect on and take inspiration from Joseph and his unfailing faith 
and trust in God. We are asked to reflect on Joseph’s virtues and 
qualities and think about how we can put these into practice in 
our everyday lives. When we reflect on the qualities and actions 
of St Joseph we can see the many links to what we are trying to 
achieve as a school community, to us as a Catholic and Josephite 
school. The tenderness in our hearts, capacity for concern and 
compassion, and above all an openness to all. A perfect link to 
our motto “In all things love”. 
 

‘Come and Stay’ 
Each year the Diocese of Port Pirie develops a theme for all 
schools to focus on that draws from a scripture passage.  
The Diocesan theme for 2021 draws from the writing of  
St Paul, where Paul recounts the welcome and hospitality he 
received from Lydia in Philippi. The welcome Lydia extended  
was generous and her heart was opened in response (Acts 16: 11
-15). The main ideas that we are asked as a school to reflect on 
are of welcome and hospitality.  
 

Hospitality and welcome are hallmarks of the Catholic tradition. 
It is about us moving outwards and bridging distances that may 
exist.  It is about listening and accepting others. It is about 
welcoming the stranger, welcoming difference, and learning 
from the experience. We are called to be open to all the 
possibilities of providing hospitality and welcome to others.  
 

As a school community we will be unpacking this theme further 
and putting the ideas from this theme into action as we go about 
our daily routines.  
 

 

Mrs Jelena Edmonds 
(School Counsellor/
Teacher) and Mrs 
Natalie Hart (Youth 
Worker/School 
Chaplain) are two 
members of the  
St Joseph’s School 
Wellbeing Team who  
are extremely passionate about empowering students,  
staff and parents with knowledge and skills to thrive in life.  
 

We support students through numerous ways including 1:1 
support, group work, mentoring, referrals to other support 
agencies, as well as supporting staff to teach components  
of the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum.  
 

Please refer to the email that we sent through yesterday 
letting you know how we can best help and support your  
child whilst they complete their education at St Joseph’s 
School.  
 

We look forward to making a positive impact within our 
amazing school community.   

All new students have now been allocated a House Team.  
All immediate family members (siblings) are to be in the same 
House. 
 

For our new families our three House Teams are, in no 
particular order: 

MacKillop (Blue) 
Tenison (Red) 

Penola (Yellow) 
 

House teams are allocated for Sports Day purposes and for 
individual and team spirit points throughout the year. 
 

New T-shirts in the colour of your house are available from 
the SJS Uniform Shop during opening hours. Alternatively, 
you can keep an eye out on the ‘Parent Community’ 
Facebook page for secondhand shirts which are regularly 
placed for sale on this site.  
 

If you haven’t already requested to be a member of the 
‘Parent Community’ page, this group can be found via our  
SJS Facebook page.  
 

Parents will be asked one question and it is also helpful for  
the Administrators of this page if you would kindly write the 
name of your child as 
well. This page is for 
parents and caregivers, 
unfortunately, not for 
students or grandparents. 
 

If for some reason  
your child hasn’t been 
allocated a team, please 
contact Mrs Maree 
Easton at the School  
Front Office. 

 St Joseph’s Wellbeing Team 

Sports Day Allocations 

Catholic Identity 

Example of 

House Shirts 



The Australian Government 2021 Student Residential Address 
and Other Information Collection (Address Collection) will occur 
between Monday 15 February 2021 and Friday 12 March 2021. 
Address Collection obtains the following data from eligible 
schools: 

• Student residential address (excluding student names).  

• Whether the student is a primary or secondary student 
(education level).  

• Whether the student is boarding or a day student 
(boarding status).  

• Names and residential addresses of students’ parent(s) 
and/or guardian(s).  

 

Residential address information is used and combined with other 
data to calculate a nongovernment school community’s capacity 
to contribute to the costs of schooling. This may influence the 
level of Australian Government recurrent funding for non-
government schools. The information is also used to inform 
Australian Government school education policy. This data is 
collected under sections 52 (1), 52(3)(c), 52(4) and 58B of the 
Australian Education Regulation 2013. 
 

https://schools.education.gov.au/schoolshub/help/files/

AC.Collection.Notice.Parent.Guardian.07.02.2020.pdf  
 

 

 

SEQTA Learn, Engage and Teach is an all-in-one teaching and 
learning student management system that brings teachers, 
students and parents together in an online community.  
Teachers are now using this space to create units of work, lesson 
plans, take attendance, record student information, write reports 
and much, much more! The great thing about this space is that 
parents also have the capacity to log in and get information 
about their child’s education through SEQTA Engage. 
 

SEQTA Engage allows parents to view a range of important 
information like due dates, current assessment tasks and 
academic reports. Parents can also use the messaging feature  
of this program to contact teachers and report student absences. 
These are just some of the many features that are available to 
parents through this space. It is important to us that all parents 
register and engage in SEQTA to ensure this program is effective 
at providing fast, quality information between school and home.  
 

New parents will have just received an email welcoming them  
to SEQTA. Please click on the link and follow the instructions.  
You only have one week to set up your account before the link 
expires. If you are an existing parent and are having difficulty 
logging in, please email reece.francis@sjspl.catholic.edu.au or 
give Reece Francis a call on 8682 2400.  
 

There is a SEQTA section on our school website for frequently 
asked questions.  
 

St Joseph's School Port Lincoln (sjspl.catholic.edu.au) 
 

The school will also be holding a SEQTA Drop-in Session in the 
Resource Centre on Thursday 4th February (Week 2) from  
3.30 – 5.15pm. 
 
 
 

 

SJS Facebook Page 

@St Joseph’s School Port Lincoln 
 

Instagram 
@StJosephsPortLIncoln 
 

Parent Community Page  
via our SJS Facebook Page 
(Please note: this page is for  
Parents/Caregivers only) 
 
 
 

• It would be greatly appreciated if our new families could 
please fill in and return any forms they may still have at 
home, including the Student Information Update form, 
medical form and the Photo/Media Consent form.  

 

• It is very important that our databases are kept up to date 
for the safety and wellbeing of our students. 

 

• Photo consent forms do not need to be filled in by existing 
families each year; however, for those students with limited 
consent, families are welcome to update their forms at any 
time throughout the year. 

 

• Please ensure when allocating emergency contact 
representatives, that they are aware of this and happy to   

             do so if parents/caregivers are unable to be contacted.  
             We must have their correct contact details. 
‘ 

• If your family circumstances have changed or if you have 
changed either your residential address, phone numbers or 
work details, please ensure these are updated at the Front 
Office at your earliest convenience. 

 

• Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly labelled.  
If items have been purchased second hand, please make 
sure that the old names are no longer visible. If all items 
brought to school are labelled (clothing, drink bottles, 
lunchboxes etc), this ensures we can return items to 
students when and if they are misplaced. 

 

• If your child has a medical condition, please advise the Front 
Office. It is VERY IMPORTANT that medication is in date and 
action plans are current and have been signed by your family 
doctor. Staff cannot administer Panadol or Nurofen. 

               

                 

    Parish Priest: Fr Benjamin Mkuchu 
 Priests:  Fr John Folkman 
   Fr Adrian Head 
 

Saturday 6.00pm  
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am 

 
 

Mondays 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Tuesdays 8.00am - 11.00am 

Wednesdays 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Residential Notice  St Joseph’s School Social Media 

Reminders from the Front Office 

Parish Mass Times 

Uniform Shop Hours 

SEQTA 

https://schools.education.gov.au/schoolshub/help/files/AC.Collection.Notice.Parent.Guardian.07.02.2020.pdf
https://schools.education.gov.au/schoolshub/help/files/AC.Collection.Notice.Parent.Guardian.07.02.2020.pdf
mailto:reece.francis@sjspl.catholic.edu.au
https://www.sjspl.catholic.edu.au/5-seqta.php

